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Pension application of William Bruce S34668 1    f7MD 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/25/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Charles County and State of Maryland – 
 This is to certify that Col. William Bruce of Charles County and State of Maryland a 
distinguished revolutionary Soldier personally appeared before me and made oath to the 
following declaration of facts – 
 That he the said William Bruce of the County and State aforesaid Inlisted and entered as a 
Soldier early in the Army of the State of Maryland in a company of Riflemen commanded by 
Capt. George Strickler attached to Col. William Smallwood's Regiment of regular Troops raised 
for the Defense of the State of Maryland in January 1776; and continued in that Regiment as a 
soldier until December of the said year, when he was appointed a Second Lieutenant in Capt. 
John Bean's Company in the first Regiment of Continental troops commanded by Col. John H 
Stone and continued in the said command until the year 1780 when he was promoted to a 
Captaincy in the said Regiment, and ordered to joined the Southern Army in which service he 
continued until after the defeat at Camden [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780] when he was 
ordered and marched to the northward and served in a detachment of Continental troops under 
the command of Major Thomas Lansdale consisting of five Companies in the year 1782 and 
marched to join General Washington to the Eastward.  And (after the cessation of hostilities 
between the United States and Great Britain) marched to the state of Maryland and was in 
November 1783 disbanded when the Maryland line of the Army of the United States was 
discharged and that he is in reduced circumstances. 
 Sworn before me one of the Associate Judges of the first Judicial District of Maryland 
this 30th day of March 1818 
     S/ John Rousby Plater 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per month commencing March 30, 1818, for service as 
a Capt. in the Maryland Continental line.] 

                                                 
1 BLWt233-300—Capt. Issued Sept. 21, 1789 No Papers.  The reason there are no surviving papers relating to this 
bounty land claim is that the War Department was destroyed by fire in 1800 and all pension and bounty land records 
predating that fire were destroyed. 
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