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Pension application of Samuel Orsburne (Osburne, Osborne)1 S40227 f26VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/28/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
 To the Honorable J C Calhoun Esquire Secretary of the Department of War 
 The declaration of Samuel Orsburn an old Soldier of the revolutionary war, respectfully 
sheweth 
 That in the fall of 1776 he enlisted a private Soldier in the company commanded by 
Captain Uriah Springer for and during the war 13th Virginia Regiment commanded by Colonel 
John Gibson & continued in service until the Regiment was discharged in 1783.  His discharge 
has been unfortunately lost. 
 He is now 65 years of age, extremely poor & unable to support himself by his labor.  Has 
never received any pension from the United States 
Pittsburgh 
July 2nd, 1818 
Pennsylvania: SS 
Before the Subscriber President of the Courts of Common Pleas of the 5th Judicial District 
personally appeared the above named Samuel Osburn who being duly sworn doth depose and say 
the facts stated in the foregoing Declaration are true – and further he saith not. 
    S/ Samuel Osburne, X his mark 
 
I John Gibson2 late Colonel of the 13th Virginia Regiment in the service of the United States 
during the revolutionary war with Great Britain do certify on honor that Samuel Osburn now of 
the County of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania was a private soldier in said Regiment 
belonging to a company commanded by Captain Uriah Springer and (to the best of my 
recollection) was enlisted in the fall of 1776 and continued in service until the Regiment was 
discharged in 1783. 
Given under my hand this 21st April 1818 
    S/ Jn Gibson 

    
                                                 
1 BLWt12442, issued 1789 100 acres 
2 John Gibson S41578 
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     War Office April 17, 1811 
 I the Subscriber to acknowledge to have received by order and for account of David 
Gilliland, a Warrant that was issued to satisfy the Claim of Samuel Osborne to United States 
Military Bounty Land, numbered 12,442 and dated the 5th of November 1789 for which I signed 
duplicate Receipts of this tenor and date. 
   S/ Samuel Smith 

    M. C. [Member of Congress] 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran died in the early part of July 1819 in Allegheny County Pennsylvania 
leaving a widow (not named) and no children.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing July 2, 1818, for service as a 
private for 6 years in the Virginia Continental line.] 


