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Pension application of Absalom Knight S4483    f16NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/4/07: rev'd 4/24/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of Tennessee, Humphrey County: SS 
 This 23rd day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty three, 
Absalom Knight, aged seventy one, a resident of said County, personally appeared before the 
County Court of Humphrey and being sworn according to law, upon his oath makes the 
following declaration for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of an act of Congress pass the 7th 
of June 1832—that he was born in Orange County North Carolina on the 27th of July 1761 as he 
is informed & believes by his parents. He has now in his possession a slip of paper upon which 
his father kept the ages of his children which correspond with the above statement but has no 
other record of his age. After the death of his father he went to live with an uncle in South 
Carolina in the district of '96 [Ninety Six] & lived with him at the time he entered the service of 
the United States. In the month of August 1780 or 1781 he volunteered for a tour of five months 
but before he entered the service he exchanged places with Joseph Mathews who had enlisted for 
a tour of twelve months in the Regular service & he entered the service in company commanded 
by Capt. Carter [Benjamin Carter] & Lieut. Dudley [probably Thomas Dudley] in the first 
Regiment, commanded by Col. Lytle [Archibald Lytle] and Maj. Armstrong [probably John 
Armstrong] —he recollects having been some time at a place called the Round O and the Pond 
Ponds and also being a considerable time at Bacon's Bridge as he was also during that campaign 
at the battle of the Eutaw Spring [September 8, 1781]1 & was wounded with a bayonet in the left 
arm. He frequently saw Genl Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] during the battle but does not 
recollect any other of the Regular Officers in command on that day. A portion of the twelve 
months he was ordered to take charge of a wagon & was employed in hauling forage to the 
cavalry which was commanded by Col. Washington [William Washington] before the battle. He 
served his twelve months and was discharged near Bacon's Bridge & went home. Peace was 
made by the time he came home. He rec'd a discharge in writing he thinks was signed by Capt. 
Carter. He sold the balance of the pay due him & transferred his discharge. He has no written 
evidence by which to prove his services nor does he know of any living witnesses by whom the 
same can be proven. After the war he returned to Orange & got married & lived there about 
fifteen years & then removed to Lincoln County Kentucky & remained there about four years. 
He then removed to Wilson County Tennessee & lived there 21 years & then removed to 
Humphrey County after remaining one year in Carrol. Thus ever since lived in Humphrey 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_eutaw_springs.html  
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County. He hereby relinquishes all claim to any pension or annuity except the present & declares 
that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of any State.  
 Sworn to & Subscribed in Open Court this 23rd of April 1833 
      S/ Absalom Knight, X his mark 
S/ D. P. Hudson, Clerk 
[Jacob Browning, a clergyman, and John Sarrett gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 13] 
State of North Carolina, Secretary of State's Office 
 I William Hill Secretary of State in and for the State aforesaid, do certify that it appears 
from the muster rolls of the Continental line of this State in the revolutionary war that Absalom 
Night [sic] a private in Captain Carter's Company of the 10th Regiment enlisted in 1781 for 
twelve months, and that his time was out on the first day of July 1782. 
     Given under my hand this fourth day of June 1833. 
      S/ W. Hill 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for one year in the North Carolina Continental line.] 


