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Pension application of John McLaughlin S7212    f36NC/PA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/21/09: rev'd 1/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of North Carolina Rowan County 

On this 19th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Magistrates who are Judges of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions now sitting for Rowan 
County; the same being a Court of record, John McLaughlin a resident of said County aged 
Seventy-nine years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he has a record of his age at home in an old family Bible which states that he was 
born the 23rd day of March 1753 in Bucks County Pennsylvania. 
 That he first entered the service of the United States in Bucks County aforesaid in the 
company of Capt. Patterson as a volunteer and went to Amboy where he was stationed three 
months Col. Erwin being the chief officer there, in 1776.  That he was afterwards a volunteer in 
Capt. Patterson's Company and marched to Coryls Ferry [sic, Coryell's Ferry] on the Delaware 
[River] and was stationed there for some time, does not recollect how long, but thinks two 
months; no other troops were there beside Capt. Patterson's Company, our business there was to 
guard some Boats then in the River at that place the boats were ordered to be removed up the 
River & Capt. Patterson's company dismissed for that time. 
 That he was afterwards a volunteer in Capt. Patterson's company and marched to Trenton 
and was stationed near that place for three months; does not recollect any of the Superior officers 
except General Washington, that he was present when 900 Hessians were captured at Trenton 
[December 26, 1776], recollects that 2 or 3 of the Hessian prisoners hanged themselves and 
several others drowned themselves in the River as it was then said to escape being murdered by 
the captors in the year 1776. 

That shortly afterwards he was again a volunteer in the Capt. Patterson's company and 
was stationed at Trenton three months during which time he marched to and was at the Battle of 
Princeton under General Washington in the year 1777.  That he knows of no person whose 
testimony he can procure that knows anything of the above stated services. 

He removed in the month of September or October 1778 to Rowan County North 
Carolina where he has resided ever since. 

That in 1780 he volunteered in Rowan County as a Light horseman in the troop of Col. 
Marlberry [Francis de Malmedy, Marquis of Bretagne], (a Frenchman) John Rowan Major are 
the only officers he now recollects and was stationed at the town Creek near Camden South 
Carolina while General Greene's [Nathanael Greene’s] camp was at the High Hills of Santee 
about 20 miles distant he volunteered for three months but does not recollect whether he served 
the whole time or not, but believes he was on duty at least two months. 
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That he again volunteered for 3 months as a Light horseman in Capt. Samuel Hearts 
[Samuel Hart’s] company under Col. Dickson [Maj. Joseph Dickson] and marched to the 
neighborhood of Charlotte North Carolina where some of the British troops were then stationed, 
he was there accidentally wounded in the back by the bayonet of another Soldier and was carried 
home a distance of about 40 miles -- after he recovered of the wound he returned back to the 
camp near Charlotte & served out the balance of the three months. 

Besides these several tours of service he was frequently out as a soldier for a few days at 
a time making altogether as he thinks two months during which times he was at the Battle of 
Ramsour's Mill [June 20, 1780] in Lincoln County North Carolina and at a skirmish with the 
Tories at Callsons [Colson's Mill, July 21, 1780] on Rocky River. 

He states that age and infirmity have much impaired his memory so that he is unable to 
name any other officers of the Army with certainty.  He further states that in all the service after 
he removed to North Carolina he furnished his own Horse -- That he has no written discharge nor 
does he recollect ever having received any -- owing as he supposes to his always being a 
volunteer.  No clergyman living in a reasonable distance he is unable to procure the certificate of 
any one acquainted with him.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or 
annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of 
any State having never applied for a pension before. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in open Court. 
S/ Jno. Giles, Clerk 
     S John McLaughlin, X his mark 

[James Bell, William H. Kerr and John Carrigan gave the standard supporting affidavits.] 
 
[p 5] 
In the absence of any regular clergyman, We* James Bell do hereby certify that we are well 
acquainted with John McLaughlin who has signed and sworn to the foregoing declaration, that 
we believe him to be of the age of 79 years, that we served in the Army with him part of the time 
he mentions & having full confidence in his integrity & veracity we believe that he served as he 
states. 
Sworn to & subscribed in open court the day and year aforesaid 
S/ John Giles, Clerk    
      S/ James Bell1 

 
*Note. The other living witness was disabled and 
Could not attend Court.  S. Sillman, alto. 

[William H Kerr and John Carrigan gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 31:  On December 24, 1852 in Rowan County North Carolina, John H. McLaughlin gave 
testimony that he was well acquainted with the veteran, John McLaughlin, late a resident of 
Rowan County and a pensioner of the United States; the affiant relates veterans statements 
regarding his services in Pennsylvania; the relationship of the affiant to the veteran is not stated. 

                                                 
1 James Bell S2971 
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] 
 
[p 26:  On January 11, 1853 in Rowan County North Carolina, Robert H McLachlan filed an 
affidavit enclosing a certificate from the Comptroller of Pennsylvania giving evidence that John 
McLachlan was entitled to more of a pension than was granted to him. 

][His relationship, if any, with the veteran 
is not stated.] 
 
[p 30: PA comptroller’s certificate] 

 
 



[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $57.49 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private in both the Infantry & cavalry of North Carolina and Pennsylvania for a total 
of 16 months.] 


