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Pension application of Isham Norton S7275     f12NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/30/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Richmond County 
 On this 11th day of October 1832 Personally appeared before me John R. Buie a Justice of 
the Peace in & for said County Isham Norton Sr. a Resident of the County & State aforesaid aged 
Eighty  years or thereabouts, who being first duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June the 7th 1832.  That he entered the service under the following named 
officers & served as herein stated.  That he was Drafted into Service in Northampton County 
North Carolina for a three months Tour but was retained in service four months, the Year not 
recollected but some time during the Revolutionary War & placed under the Command of 
Captain John Peterson & after a short time he was placed under the Command of Captain David 
Short – General Richard Caswell was the Commanding Officer – sometime towards the close of 
the Revolutionary War.  He was again drafted in Northampton County North Carolina for a three 
months Tour But he was retained in service five months & was placed under the command of 
Jesse Dupree & that he was Present & engaged in a skirmish with the Enemy at the Town of 
Halifax North Carolina [May 7, 1781].1  That he was under the Command of Colonel Linton 
[William Thomas Linton] & General Sumner [Jethro Sumner] & that in both Tours that he served 
he remained in the State of North Carolina during the whole time he was in service & that he was 
regularly discharged each Tour.  He was Drafted & called into service as herein before stated.  
He hereby relinquishes every Claim whatever to a Pension or annuity except the Present & 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Question 1st Where and in what year were you born? 
 Answer: In Northampton County North Carolina.  The Year I do not know but I think I 
am about 80 years of Age. 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
 Answer: I have none 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
 Answer: I was living in Northampton County North Carolina when called into service & 
some few years after the Revolutionary War I left Northampton County & came to Richmond & 
I have lived here in Richmond County ever since 
4th  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
 Answer: I was Drafted each Tour of duty & called into Service. 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
                                                 
1 http://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_halifax.html  
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such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
 Answer:  We were very little with the Continental Troops.  I recollect our meeting 
Colonel Washington [William Washington] & his Troop while in service, also our meeting 
Colonel or General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] (near the Waxhaws) & his Regiment – our 
militia officers I have named in my Narrative viz. Captain Peterson & Captain Short & General 
Caswell – Captain Dupree, Colonel Linton & General Sumner.  I do not recollect at this time the 
names of any more of the officers & as stated our Service was altogether performed in different 
parts of North Carolina. 
6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 
 Answer – I think I received my first discharge from Captain Short & the Second from 
Captain Dupree, but of this by am not certain as it may in both instances have been from some of 
the officers higher in command.  I left my Discharges, both of them in Northampton County with 
my Mother & Brother -- & had no expectation of ever having any use for them. 
7th  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution. 
 Answer: Isaac Williamson, Sr., Nathaniel & John Gibson, Nathan Noir, Esq., Col. Charles 
Pate, & Sterling Rachels. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
S/ John R. Buie, JP 
     S/ Isham Norton, X his mark 
[James Hasty, a clergyman, & Isaac Williamson, Sr. gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
Starling Rachels residing in the County & State aforesaid being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God deposeth and saith as follows – That he was born & raised in 
Northampton County North Carolina in the same neighborhood with the applicant Isham Norton, 
Sr.  That he recollects of his being Drafted twice during the Revolution & called off into service 
& that He knows & recollects of his absence from Home some months each time he was called 
into service.  This Deponent further States, that Isham Norton Sr. the said applicant was reputed 
& believed in Northampton to have served, as he states, & that he was always considered a man 
of veracity & honor & that the applicant & the deponent came to Richmond County from 
Northampton together & to the best of his recollection 45 years ago last March.  From his 
acquaintance with the applicant from infancy he considers him worthy of credit on oath. 
 Sworn & Subscribed the day & date aforesaid before me. 
      S/ Starling Rachels, X his mark 
S/ Jn. R. Buie, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as 
a private for 9 months in the North Carolina militia.] 


