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Pension application of William Lankford S8823     f22VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      8/30/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia County of Chesterfield 
 On this 10th day of June in the year of our Lord 1833 personally appeared in open Court 
before the County court of Chesterfield County and State of Virginia now sitting William 
Lankford a resident in the said County and State aged 69 years the 11th day of October 1832 who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order 
to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named Officers and 
served as herein stated. 
 I William Lankford entered the service for the first time about the 15th of October 1779 
under the command of Captain John Pollard and Lieutenant Samuel Hoskins of the 3rd Regiment 
at Todds Bridge in the County of King and Queen from thence we marched to Williamsburg and 
York at those places and in the adjacent country I served until discharged which time of service 
was not less than two months.  About the middle of April 1780 I under the command of the same 
Officers marched from Todds Bridge to Williamsburg where I performed a tour of service of two 
months and was again discharged at oath of the aforesaid times and places General Nelson 
[Thomas Nelson] had command of the Army. 
 In the spring of the year 1781 I served about ten days at the said Todds Bridge and during 
the same year and about the 13th of August I was ordered to rendezvous again at Todds Bridge 
from which place I marched under the command of my aforesaid Captain Pollard and Lieutenant 
Hoskins through New Kent County and near the Court House in said County we joined the Army 
under the command of Colonels Mathews and Innis from thence we continued our March 
crossing York River at West Point through the County of King in Queen to Gloucester Court 
House – thence to Gloucester-Town Opposite York where after having served more than 2 
months I was finally discharged on the capture of Lord Cornwallis [October 19, 1781].  General 
Weeden [George Weedon] Colonel John Taylor, Major Lomax and Major Baytop were likewise 
Officers in command.  During the whole period of the Revolutionary War my place of residence 
was in the County of King and Queen State of Virginia whenever I was called into the United 
States service I was drafted from the militia never volunteered or substituted another person I 
was in no battle or engagement – but was at the capture of Lord Cornwallis at York.  The whole 
amount of the several times of service was not less than six months.  I have no documentary 
evidence and know of no person now living whose testimony I can conveniently procure other 
than that hereto annexed who can testify to my service.  I hereby relinquish every claim whatever 
to a pension or annuity except the present and declare that my name is not on the pension roll of 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


the agency of any State of the union. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
     S/ William Lankford 

      
 
[p 21] 
I George Schools1 of the County of King & Queen being first duly sworn before Lee Boulware 
& Reuben M Garnett justices of the peace in and for the County of King & Queen do hereby 
certify that I was well acquainted with William Lankford now of Chesterfield County but during 
the period of the revolutionary war of King & Queen County – that he did several times served 
as a drafted militia man during the war making in all at least six months – that Captain John 
Pollard, Lieutenant Samuel Hoskins, Captain Philip Pendleton & Captain Philip Taliaferro all 
from King & Queen were officers having command & field Officers Colonel Mathews & 
Colonel Holt Richeson – but I do not recollect the number of the Regiment nor the particular 
dates of service but the said Lankford was discharged after the taking of Cornwallis at the siege 
of York and is now 69 or 70 years old. 
    S/ Geo. Schools 

     
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private in the Virginia militia.] 
 
[Note: pp 19-20 of this file are documents relating to Elijah Lankford S34953 of the Maryland 
Line.] 

                                                 
1 George Schools S6057 
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