
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 
Pension application of William Lewis S8827      f30VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      10/3/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Virginia Culpeper County SS 
 On this 15 day of August 1832 personally appeared before the Court of Culpeper County 
now sitting William Lewis a resident of said County and State aged 69 years, who being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United 
States under the following named officers and served as herein stated. 
 That he was born in the County of Culpeper Virginia on the 8th of April 1763 agreeably to 
the family register now in his possession where he has lived ever since. 
 That he first entered the service about the last of June 1779 under Lieutenant Daniel 
Palmer and marched to Albemarle Barracks to guard prisoners – that he was there upwards of 
two months – that Colonel Taylor [Francis Taylor] Commanded the Regiment & Major Roberts 
the Battalion other officers were Ensign Slaughter, Samuel Purvis &c – That in the year 1780 he 
was again in the service as a drafted Private under Captain Fisher Rice & Lieutenant John Blakey 
and marched under Colonel Slaughter – that near Fredericksburg he was countermanded and 
returned.  That he had credit for a full tour for that service, but does not recollect the length of 
said service.  The shortest tour then he thinks was two months. 
 That in the year 1781 first July he was drafted and marched under Captain A. Bohannon 
[probably Ambrose Bohannon] Lieutenant James Murray Ensign Littleton Taylor to Maborn 
Hills [Malvern Hills] below Richmond where he joined the main Army.  The officers were 
Colonel Edmonds, Lieutenant Colonel Slaughter and Major Beale General Stevens'[Edward 
Stevens'] Brigade – That he marched about to different points and was discharged at or near 
Williamsburg making about three months service. 
 That he was not again in service.  That he can prove the above service by Z. Griffin, 
Julius Hunt, George Corbin and John Crut [John Crute]. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State or territory. 
Sworn to, and subscribed in open court the day and year aforesaid. 
     S/ Wm Lewis [not actual signature] 
 
We Zachariah Griffin and Julius Hunt residence of the County of Culpeper Virginia hereby 
certify that we have known William Lewis who subscribes the above Declaration ever since the 
revolution and before, that we know of his having performed the service he speaks of at 
Albemarle Barracks having been a part of the time with him there, that we further heard of his 
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being in the service at the times and consider him entitled to the fullest credit in what he states. 
Sworn to and subscribed in open Court this day. 
     S/ Z. Griffin [not actual signature] 
     S/ Julius Hunt, X his mark 
[Isaiah Welch and Daniel Triplett gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
And the Court then proceeded to propound the following interrogatories to the applicant he being 
under oath and which he answered as herein after stated viz.: 
Question 1.  Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer in Culpeper County Virginia on the 8 of April 1763 – 
Quest.  2.  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Ans.  I have a family register in which my name stands 
Quest.  3.  Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived ever since and 
where do you now live. 
Answer.  I have said I was born in Culpepper County Virginia & have never lived anywhere else. 
Quest.  4.  How were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a 
Substitute and if a substitute for whom – 
Ans.  I was drafted every time I was in service – 
Quest.  5.  State the names of some of the Regular officers who were with the troops where you 
in the service such Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general 
circumstances of your service? 
Ans.  I knew Lafayette, Muhlenberg, Stevens, Colonel Dark, Colonel Mathews in addition to 
those mentioned in my declaration.  The circumstances of my service I have stated in my 
Declaration 
Quest.  6.  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so by whom was it given and 
what has become of it – 
Ans.  I never received a discharge in writing but was discharged in Companies or regiments – 
Quest 7.  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief of your services as a soldier of the 
Revolution – 
Ans.  I believe I am known to the Court and certainly nearly all the elderly men in the County – I 
have proved my services by the certificates of Zachariah Griffin, Julius Hunt for veracity Isaiah 
Welch & Daniel Triplett and for my character the court will please inquire of any man in sight – 
 
State of Virginia Culpeper County SS 
 On this 27th day of February 1833 before the subscriber a justice of the peace in and for 
said County personally appeared William Lewis of said County and State and being duly sworn 
according to law deposeth and saith that in making the declaration for a pension which was done 
in the County Court of Culpeper on the 15th August 1832, he did not recollect to a day the precise 
time of some of the tours, and that he used "about" &c to avoid error – That the tour at Albemarle 
Barracks was as he states for upwards of two months – That he supposed the second tour (to 
Fredericksburg) would rate, as it did at the time as a full tour and therefore stated it as he did – 
That to the best of his recollection it was at least one month – That the third tour in 1781 was 
three months or more.  That it frequently happened that troops were detained some weeks till 
relieved by fresh troops – That this happened in that tour and he is positive that he was in service 
for three months – That his whole service amounted to full six months actual service. 



 There is no clergyman resides in his immediate vicinity or indeed in 6 or 8 miles of him. 
  Given under my hand this 27th of February 1833. 
    S/ Thomas Hill, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.] 


