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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 15] 
To the Honorable Jacob Read Esquire the Speaker and the Members of the House of 
Representatives 
The Memorial of Captain Robert Cochran sheweth 
 That being one of the first persons in the State who risked their lives to procure men for 
its defense against the hostilities which were carrying on against her and having upon all 
occasions manifested his Zeal for the public Service he received a Commission on 31st December 
1775 to recruit men for the public Service of this State. 
 That on 8th of January 1776 he left Charleston on 16th arrived at Philadelphia and 
proceeded from thence by land to the Eastern States, as directed by the Council of Safety – That 
laboring under many disadvantages for want of Suitable opportunities to ship the men from were 
[sic where] they could be had and with such Persons as he could trust them Your Memorialist 
was obliged march from Portsmouth New Hampshire to Providence Rhode Island – where Your 
Memorialist purchased a small fast sailing Sloop for the first party and chartered a Vessel for the 
Second – they both arrived Safe – 
 Your Memorialist being obliged then to return home left an officer there with a copy of 
his instructions to recruit for the Service and gave Messrs Clark & Nightingale orders to charter a 
Vessel as soon as the Officer had raised sixty five men to forward them to South Carolina.  The 
men being recruited Messrs Clark & Nightingale Supplied the Officer with what was necessary 
for the voyage and sent them out.  On the passage they fell in with several British Vessels which 
they made prizes of and returned with them to Boston as the safest Port – on their arrival Messrs  
Clark & Nightingale put in a claim for the State; but the Officer wishing to make the most of 
Your Memorialist’s absence, a dispute arose about the property which could not be settled until 
your Memorialist’s return from France whither he had gone on a voyage for the State – as soon 
as your Memorialist arrived in Charleston his affidavit with a copy of the instructions he had 
given the Officer were forwarded to Messrs Clark & Nightingale and part of the money was 
recovered –  
 Your Memorialist therefore hopes Your Honors will think he is entitled to a Captain’s 
share of the prizes and flatters himself you will take into consideration the agreement Between 
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the Council of Safety and Your Memorialist, which Specifies that he should receive full and 
adequate compensation for the time he should be employed in the Service of the State – both of 
which he has as yet received no compensation for. 
 Your Memorialist makes no doubt but that many of the Honorable Members present they 
recollect how useful those men were to the State and at what small and expense they were 
procured.  Your Memorialist however relying on the justness of his claim Humbly Submits the 
matter to your Honors and as in duty bound will ever pray 
    S/ Robt Cochran 

    
 
[p 19: identical petition addressed to the SC Senate] 
 
[p 23] 
 The Committee to which was referred the Memorial of Captain Robert Cochran REPORT 
 That in their opinion Captain Robert Cochran deserves well of this State and ought at 
least to be put on a footing with the marine Captains of the same lately under the Command of 
Commodore Gillon.  They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolves – 
 Resolved that Captain Robert Cochran be allowed such pay for his time he was in the 
Service of the State as has been allowed to the marine Captains of said State under the command 
of Commodore Gillon and that on his account being Audited and Indent the allowed him for the 
amount. 
 Resolved that 
 Captain Robert Cochran be paid out of such monies as the State may receive from Clark 
& Nightingale on account of Prize money recovered by them [paper compromised and text 
rendered illegible] Captain’s Share of prize money to the calculated agreeably to the rules of the 
Navy of this State. 


