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  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/9/18 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 8:  Note there is an earlier version of this petition addressed to the SC House of 
Representatives but the handwriting of the person who wrote the petition is almost illegible.] 
 
To the Honorable D. Ramsay President & the Honorable the Members of the Senate 
The Humble Petition of D. McCarthy late Master’s Mate on board of the Notre Dame3 Vessel of 
War belonging to this State 
    Sheweth 
 That your Petitioner has never received any Compensation for his services, 
 That his being blown up in action has nearly deprived him of his Sight & has totally 
disqualified him from following his occupation to obtain subsistence. 
 Therefore even so small attention to him will be received out only as due, but as a 
Benevolence to a Blind Cripple, who did his Duty with Fidelity to this State. 
 And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray. 
    Signed on his behalf 
     S/ A. Gillon [Alexander Gillon Commodore]4 

     
Columbia, 
February 1, 1791 
[p 11] 
The Committee on Accounts, partially 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts are available on microfilm at the South Carolina Department of Archives & History in 
Columbia, SC.  They will eventually be available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  The “SC” file number has been 
assigned by the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. 
2 This man’s file is misfiled under the name David McCarthy in the online index referred to above. 
3 The Notre Dame was an 18-gun South Carolina navy brigantine commanded by Capt. Robert Cochran.  She was 
sunk before the fall of Charleston in May of 1780 to avoid her capture by the British when the town was surrendered 
on May 12, 1780. 
4 Alexander Gillon W25629 
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      Report – that they have maturely investigated the 
subject matter contained in the Petition of D. McCarthy, late a Seaman on board the Brigantine 
Privateer Notre Dame, belonging to this State, and find the allegations therein contained to be 
true, – 
 Your Committee, considering the distressed situation of the Petitioner, and that he is 
rendered incapable of gaining a livelihood, occasioned by wounds received in the service of this 
State, are unanimously of opinion that he be allowed the same annual pension, as was allowed 
the disabled Soldiers, late in the service of this State. 
 
[p 17] 
South Carolina Chesterfield County 
 I Daniel McCarthy do hereby Constitute and Appoint, Calvin Spencer of the County and 
State aforesaid my lawful Attorney to receive on my behalf of the Commissioners of the 
Treasury of the State aforesaid, for the year 1792 – In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this 12th day of September 1792 
    S/ Daniel McCarthy 

     


