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Pension application of John Keith (Keeth) 1 W11478  Nancy Smith2  f70SC 
 Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves  10/15/09: rev'd 3/28/16 & 3/20/23 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
 [p 5] 
District of Georgia SS Putnam County in the Superior Court held in & for said County being a 
Court of record by the Constitution & Laws of said State of the twenty-third day of August 1820 
personally appeared in open court being a Court of record for the said district John Keith aged 
Sixty Eight years resident in Putnam County in said district who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on his oath declare that he served in the revolutionary war as follows: he enlisted a 
private for Eighteen months in the State of South Carolina in Captain Mazicks [sic, probably 
Daniel Mazyck's] Company Colonel Frank Marion's [sic, Francis Marion's] Regiment in the year 
1779 & continued in service until the Siege of Charleston South Carolina in 17803 when he was 
taken prisoner [Benjamin Lincoln surrendered the patriot forces at Charleston to the British on 
May 12, 1780] by the British and detained 14 months & being exchanged he voluntarily joined 
Colonel Parker's [?] Regiment of militia from Virginia & continued in said service until the 
surrender of Cornwallis at York town in the year 1781 [October 19, 1781]4 & was at that place 
slightly wounded and made an original declaration5 of his said services to the general 
government claiming a pension in the spring of the year 1818 which has been returned being 
informal and he has never received any pension from his government for his revolutionary 
Services and I do solemnly swear that I was a resident citizen of the United States on the 18th day 
of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 
disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 
myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 
the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 
or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 
the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed and is possessed of 17 hogs of the value of 
$44 forty pounds of bacon of the value of $5.50 and no other estate real or personal (necessary 
clothing & bedding excepted) has heretofore followed shoe making, for several years being 
unable to do any harder work and from his age and infirmity is now unable to support himself 

                                                 
1 BLWt17892-160-55 
2 former widow 
3 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/  
4 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/810928-yorktown/  
5 There is no such application among the papers in this file. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/
http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/810928-yorktown/


and that or any other way by his labor has a wife Nancy Keith who is about fifty-five years old & 
very infirm & unable to obtain a subsistence by labor and only one child a son named 
Memberance [?] Keith nine years old who composed the whole of his family and this is in such 
indigent circumstances as to be unable to support himself without the assistance of his Country. 
 Sworn to and declared on this 23rd day of August A.D. 1820 and subscribed before me in 
open Court. 
S/ CB Strong, Judge     S/ John Keith, J his mark 
 A list of John Keith property appraised by Spicer Maddox & Grovey Cole 
 17 Head of Hogs valued at    $44.00 
 40 lbs of Bacon        5.50 
       $49.50 
 
[p 31] 
District of Georgia SS Wilkinson County, in the Superior Court held in and for said County; 
being a Court of record, by the Constitution and laws of said state, on this 11th day of October in 
the year of our Lord 1823, personally appeared in open Court William Jinkins and John A. Trull 
(said court being a court of record for said District) and half of whom being duly sworn, do on 
their oath's say that they were acquainted with John Keith, now of Putnam County in said 
District of Georgia, in the time of the Revolutionary war; and that said John Keith entered in the 
state of South Carolina, on the Continental establishment, in Captain Mazeck's Company in 
Colonel Frank Marion's Regiment the said Regiment being the 2nd Regiment of the United States 
Infantry raised in South Carolina and that he the said John Keith served 9 months in said Corps 
in continuance.  Sworn to and subscribed in open court on the day and year above written. 
      S/ William Jinkins6 
      S/ John A. Trull 

       
 
[p 63] 

Original Claim 
Georgia, Baldwin County 
 On this tenth day of November 1823 personally appeared in open court (the Inferior 
Court for the County of Baldwin, being made a court of record by the laws of this State) John 
Keith, resident in the County of Putnam & State aforesaid, aged seventy-one years who being 
first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the provision made by the acts of Congress of the 18th of March 1818 & the 1st of May 
1820; that he the said John Keith enlisted for the term of eighteen months, in February 1779, in 
the company commanded by Captain Daniel Mazikc [sic], in the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel Francis Marion, in the line of the State of the South Carolina on the Continental 
establishment (that he enlisted in the State of South Carolina); that he continued to serve in said 
Corps until May 1780, when he was made a prisoner: that in July 1781 he obtained his liberty & 

                                                 
6 This MIGHT be the same man as William Jenkins S38080 who claim to have served in the South Carolina 
Continental line although not in the same Regiment with the veteran. 

http://revwarapps.org/s38080.pdf


was then discharged from said service in Virginia. 
 That he was in the attack on Savannah7 by General Lincoln [Benjamin Lincoln], in the 
battle of Stono [June 20, 1779],8 & in Charleston South Carolina during the siege of that place & 
that he has no evidence now in his power of his said services, his papers all being heretofore by 
casualty with his house, in Darlington County South Carolina. 
 And in pursuance of the act of the first of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress 
entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 
has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I 
any income whatever, nor any property, but the necessary bedding & clothing of my family. 
 Sworn to & declared on the 10th day of November 1823 before 
S/ Augustus B. Longstreet, JIC   S/ John Keith, X his mark 
 
 
[p 9: On November 17, 1854 in Bibb County Georgia, Nancy Smith, formerly Nancy Keith, 51 
years old and a resident of Twiggs County, Georgia, made oath that she is the widow of John 
Keith a soldier of the revolution who received a pension of $8 per month from the government 
for his service in the revolution; that John Keith died in Twiggs County Georgia February 10, 
1839 aged 91 years; that she married John Keith in Twiggs County August 1, 1831 or thereabout; 
that on July 3, 1845 in Twiggs County she married William Smith who died March 30th 1852 
since which time she has remained a widow; that her maiden name prior to her marriages was 
Nancy West.  She signed her application with her mark] 
 
[p 13: marriage license dated July 30th 1832 issued in Twiggs County for the marriage of Mr. 
John Keith to Miss Nancy West.] 
 
[p 14: marriage license dated July 2nd, 1845 issued in Twiggs County Georgia for the marriage 
of William E. Smith to Mrs. Nancy Keith.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing March 1, 1823, for service as a 
private for 3 years in the South Carolina Continental line.  His widow was pensioned in a like 
amount.] 
________________________________________________ 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts9 relating to John Keith [Keitt]10  pp 2 
Audited Account No. 4188C 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   3/20/23 
                                                 
7 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/  
8 http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_stono_ferry.html  
9 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
10 Indexed in the South Carolina Audited accounts as John Keitt 
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[p 2] 
I Certify that John Keith was a Private Soldier in my Company 
and Served his time faithfully in the defence of his Country,  
he is entitled oh 200 acres  
of Bounty Land. 
     S/ Dl. Mazyck, Capt. late 2d  [Daniel Mazyck] 
     Ragimt. S. Carolina 
     27th may 1788 
Thos. Powe Esq. [Thomas Powe] 
Comm. of Location 
for Cheraw District 

 
 


