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Pension application of Benjamin Johnson (Johnston) 1 W13 Charity Johnson f47NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/20/08: rev'd 2/6/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 

 
[p 5] 
State of Tennessee, Overton County: Sct. September 19th, 1818 
 This day before me Parry W. Humphreys one of the Judges of the Circuit Courts in & for 
the State aforesaid came Benjamin Johnson in the 58th year of his age Residing in the said 
County of Overton who being by me first duly sworn the truth to declare & speak touching his 
service in the Army of the United States in the revolutionary War with a view to obtain the 
benefit of the provisions of the Act of Congress passed on the last Session entitled, an act to 
provide for certain persons engaged in the land & Naval Service of the United States in the 
revolutionary war Declares & says, that on the 9th of May in the year 1776 at Granville Court 
house in the State of North Carolina he enlisted for the term of two years & a half with 
Lieutenant C. Parker [Kedar Parker] and William Glover's company in the 6th Regiment of 
infantry upon Continental establishment & North Carolina line, which Regiment was 
commanded by Colonel William Taylor Marched from the place of his enlistment to Wilmington 
& from thence he was marched to & Joined General Washington's Army at King's ferry on the 
North River in the State of New York just after the battle of the White Plains [October 28, 1776] 
he served out his time of 2 & 1/2 years received his discharge which was given to him in the 
State of New York by Colonel Nash [Francis Nash] & Colonel Howe [Robert Howe] returned 
home & remained about 4 or 5 months reenlisted with Captain Long in Colonel Hogans [sic, 
James Hogun's] Regiment for the term of eighteen months served out his time & was discharged 
by then Colonel Long at Halifax town in North Carolina his discharges were considered of no 
value have been long since destroyed.  The principal battles in which he was worthy Battle of 
Monmouth [June 28, 1778] & Gates Defeat [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780] was in 
frequent skirmishes, he has no other evidence now in his power to produce but he supposes his 
name is to be found in the records or muster rolls in the secretary's office of North Carolina & 
perhaps copies may be at Nashville, he further says that he is very poor has no land & but very 
small quantity of personal property has no means of subsistence but by his labor & is by reason 
of bad health age & affliction unable to perform much labor having nearly lost the use of one of 
his legs & is in such reduced circumstances in life as to require assistance from his Country for 
support. 
Sworn & subscribed this day and Date first above written before me. 
S/ Parry W. Humphreys 
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      S/ Benjamin Johnson, X his mark 
 
[p 28] 
State of North Carolina, Secretary's Office 12th May 1819 
 I William Hill Secretary of State in & for the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that it 
appears from the muster roll of the North Carolina Continental line in the Revolutionary War, 
that Benjamin Johnson a private in Captain Williams’ [Daniel Williams'] Company of the 6th 
Regiment was in the service on the 9th May 1776 for 2 1/2 years, and was discharged on the 10th 
day of November 1778. 
     Given under my hand the date above. 
      S/ Wm Hill 
 
[p 11:  On June 7, 1842, Charity Johnston,78, filed in Overton County, Tenn., for a widow’s 
pension stating that her husband died June 28, 1821 of the "gravel or inflimation of his kidnies 
[sic]”; that she married him in Granville County North Carolina on February 1, 1779; that she 
has no record of her marriage but recollects that they were married by Samuel Fuller, JP] 

] 
 
[p 37:  On October 8, 1842 in Overton County Tennessee, Isaam Johnston[sic, Isham Johnson or 
Johnston], 57, gave testimony that his father Benjamin Johnston [sic] late husband of Charity 
Johnston, died in Overton County Tennessee June 2818 21 having appointed the affiant executor; 
that among his father's papers was the small piece of paper containing the following family 
record: 
[p 9] 
Jemes Johnston was born the ?th day of November 17781 [sic, 1781?] 
darean Johnston was born the 3 day of May 17783 [sic] 
turney Johnston was the 13 day of June 17785 [sic] 
the suns his som  [sic, sons] of Benjamin Johnson 19 day August 9 
Suger Johnston was born the first day July 17787 [sic] 
tutley Johnston was born on 22 day of da.... 

 
He signed his declaration with his mark.] 
 
[p 15:  In a filing dated May 8, 1855, the widow states she was married February 1, 1780; that 



her maiden name was Charity Bobbitt; that her husband served under Col. Litell [Lytle]; that her 
husband enlisted in Granville County, NC.  She signed this document with her mark.] 
] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing September 19, 1818, for service 
as a private for 2 years and 6 months in the North Carolina Continental line.  His widow was 
pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836.] 


