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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

State of North Carolina Caswell County: SS 

 On this 25th day of April 1843 personally appeared before me George Williamson 

chairman of the Court of Pleas & Order Sessions for the County of Caswell Mildred Brown a 

resident of said County aged eighty-four years, who, being first duly sworn according to law, 

doth, on her oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions 

made by the act of Congress, passed July 4, 1836.  That she is the widow of John Brown, who 

was a Private Soldier in the War of the Revolution, & served one year Enlisted in April 1781 in 

Captain Dixon's Company, which will more fully appear by certificate of William Hill Secretary 

of State of North Carolina.  She further declares that she was married to the said John Brown, on 

the 10th day of March in the year 1773, that her husband, the aforesaid John Brown, died on the 

12th day of March 1785 and that she has remained a widow ever since that period, as will more 

fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 

 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written before 

     S/ Mildred Brown, X her mark 

S/ Geo. Williamson, PM 

 

State of North Carolina Caswell County: Court of Pleas and Order Sessions December term A.D. 

1844 

 On this the 2nd day of January 1845, personally appeared in open Court, before the Court 

of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, for said County now sitting Mary Ann Peterson, a resident of said 

County aged 68 years, daughter and only heir at law of the late John & Mildred Brown of said 

County, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed 

June 7th 1832. 

 This Declarant the said Mary Ann Peterson, sets forth upon her said oath that she has 

reason to believe and does believe that towards the end of the Revolutionary War her father, John 

Brown was drafted to serve the United States for twelve months; was accordingly drafted for 

said period.  The company in which he served was commanded by Captain Dixon [probably a 

reference to Captain Tilghman Dixon], Donoho [Thomas Donoho] Major & under these officers, 

this Declarant believes that her deceased father served all of said period, was duly discharged 
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and returned home. 

 That her mother's maiden name was Stringer.  That to the best of this declarant's 

information & believe her parents, said John Brown & Mildred Stringer were married before the 

last period of her deceased father's revolutionary service – but having no "family record" is 

unable to state with precision the date of the marriage. 

 This Declarant further sets forth upon her said oath, that she is the youngest child of said 

parents and that she is 68 years of age. 

 And that her parents had children older than herself – To the best of this Declarant's 

knowledge, her father & mother were married in about the year 1770. 

 The Declarant the said Mary Ann Peterson, further stated upon her said oath, that her 

father, the aforesaid John Brown, did die about fifty years ago, leaving the said Mildred his 

widow, who did not afterwards married, but remained the widow of said John Brown, till her 

death.  That said Mildred Brown did die on the 23rd day of October 1843, leaving but one child 

and heir at law her surviving, Mary Ann who intermarried with Thomas Peterson, as will more 

fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 

Sworn to & subscribed in open Court the day and year 1st above written. 

Witness S/ A. Slade, CCC    S/ Mary Ann Peterson, X her mark 

 

[fn p. 11: on March 21, 1843 in Caswell County North Carolina, Keziah Donoho gave an 

affidavit in support of the claim filed by Mildred Brown stating that she was well acquainted 

with her before her marriage to John Brown; that she believes they were legally married and that 

they lived together as man and wife and raised a family of children.] 

 

[fn p. 31] 

   State of North Carolina Secretary of State's Office 

 I William Hill Secretary of State in and for the State of North Carolina, do hereby certify 

that it appears from the musterrolls of the Continental line of this State in the revolutionary war, 

that John Brown a private Soldier of Captain Dixon's Company of the 10th Regiment, enlisted on 

the 25th day of April 1781, for the term of 12 months and left the service on the 25th day of April 

1782. 

   Given under my hand this 3rd day of August 1839 

     S/ Wm Hill 


