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Pension application of Henry Miller 1 W25707  Pernina Miller  f56NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/2/09: rev'd 4/13/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 16] 
State of Tennessee County of Jackson 
 On this 12th day of August 1833 personally appeared in open Court before William P. 
Hampton, John Welch, Welcome Butler & Jonas Griffith Justices of the Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions for said County of Jackson now sitting Henry Miller a resident of the County of 
Jackson and State of Tennessee aforesaid aged 73 years of age last January who being first sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States in Rowan County State of North Carolina 
where he then resided in July 1779, the day of the month not recollected, as a volunteer under 
Capt. Moore [Robert Moore], Lieut. & Ensign not recollected and joined the Regiment 
commanded by Col. Locke [Francis Locke] a militia Col. under General Rutherford [Griffith 
Rutherford] in the same County.  He volunteered for no definite period, to go an expedition 
against the Cherokee Indians;2 He marched under said officers to the head of Catawba River then 
up the French Broad River across Lytle & Big Pigeon rivers across the Hiwassee River to the 
Cherokee towns which were evacuated except by a few skulking Indians.  General Rutherford 
command consisted of about 3000 men all militia after the Army arrived in the Cherokee nation 
and found the towns evacuated -- the Army was divided into two divisions one division to remain 
in nation and the other division to go against the Overhill towns were also evacuated and the 
troops returned to the Cherokee nation and joined their comrades and returned home under 
General Rutherford when in October 1779 Applicant was verbally discharged by his Capt. 
Moore.  During said term Applicant served three months as a private in the United States service. 
 Applicant again entered the service of the United States about five miles from Lexington 
State of Kentucky, he does not recollect the name of the County, where he then resided about the 
last of April 1782 as a volunteer under Col. Clark [George Rogers Clark] to guard the falls of 
Ohio while a Fort and boat was being built there.  There was no Capt. or other officer except Col. 
Clark as applicant recollects, the party consisting only about 20 men.  Applicant remained in the 
service two months was verbally discharged by Col. Clark about the first of July 1782.  
Applicant again entered the service of the United States at Harrodsburg State of Kentucky where 
he then resided then called Harrods Station as a substitute for a man whose name is not 
recollected -- for two months under Col. Clark to guard the falls of Ohio as above stated no other 
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officer as is believed the party consisting of about 20 men Applicant served out his full term of 
two months and was verbally discharged by Col. Clark in September 1782 the day of the month 
when he entered the service and when he left the same is not recollected. 
 Applicant still residing at Harrods Stationed now Harrodsburg Kentucky again entered 
the service of the United States in September 1782 for two months as a substitute for another 
man whose name he has also forgotten under Col. Clark with about 19 or 20 others to guard the 
falls of Ohio as stated the two foregoing tours no other officer as is believed -- applicant served 
out his full term of two months and was verbally discharged by Col. Clark in November 1782 the 
day of the month when he entered the service and when he left the same is not recollected. 
 Applicant again entered the service of the United States at Bullets Lick Kentucky where 
he then resided about first of June 1783 as a volunteer under Capt. Brisco [Parmenas Briscoe] 
Col. Clark & Col. Logan [Benjamin Logan] Lieut. & Ensign not recollected to go an expedition 
against the Shawnee Indians went with a small party by water with salt for the Army down Salt 
River, up the Ohio River to the falls where he again joined the Army marched up the Ohio River 
under said officers to the place where Cincinnati now stands built a small Fort and left about 20 
men there to guard the boats then marched to the Shawnee towns and on the 8th of August of the 
same year fought a battle with the Indians and a few British then marched back to the Fort above 
mentioned crossed the Ohio River where about the first of September 1781 Applicant was 
verbally discharged by Capt. Brisco Applicant served during this last engagement three months. 
 Applicant was in the service [of] the United States during the several tours above 
mentioned in all 12 months -- as a private -- There were no regular officers or Continental 
regiments with the troops where he served except at the falls of Ohio where there were a few 
regular officers but who they were or what was their grade applicant does not know as they had 
nothing to do with the troops with whom he served.  He does not recollect the names or numbers 
of the militia regiments where he served. 
 Applicant was born in Roann [sic, Rowan] County State of North Carolina on the 13th 
day of January 1760 his age was recorded in the family Bible of his father and is copied in his 
own Bible now in his possession from said family Bible. 
 Since the Revolutionary war Applicant has lived in Wilkes County North Carolina, in 
Union & Newberry Counties South Carolina, in Greene, Sullivan Counties Tennessee in Barren 
County Kentucky and now resides in Jackson County Tennessee.  He has no documentary 
evidence and he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his 
service. 
  
1.  I Henry Miller the foregoing Applicant was born in Rowan County North Carolina 
2.  I have a copy of the record of my age in my Bible now in my possession taken from my 
father's family Bible. 
3.  I lived in Rowan County when I first entered the service near Lexington Kentucky the 2nd 
time I entered the service.  At Harrods Station Kentucky the 3rd and 4th times I entered the 
service and at Bullets Lick the 5th time I entered the Service.  Since the Revolutionary war I 
have lived in Wilkes County North Carolina, in Union & Newberry County South Carolina in 
Greene & Sullivan Counties Tennessee in Barren County Kentucky, and I and now live in 
Jackson County Tennessee. 
4.  I volunteered 3 times and was a substitute twice but for whom I was a substitute I have 
forgotten. 
5.  There were no regular officers or Continental regiments with the troops where I served.  I do 



not recollect the names of the Militia Regiments with whom I served.  The first time I entered the 
service I volunteered in Rowan County, North Carolina and marched under Capt. Moore Col. 
Locke & General Rutherford to the Cherokee nation and from thence to the Overhill Cherokees 
the Indian towns were vacated & we returned home.  The 2nd and 3rd and 4th time I entered the 
Service I with about 19 or 20 others guarded the falls of the Ohio.  The 5th time I entered the 
Service I marched under Capt. Brisco Col. Clark & Col. Logan to the Shawnee towns where we 
had an engagement with the Indians and a few British.  We then returned home.  I served in all 
12 months. 
6.  I never received a written discharge from the service but was verbally discharged or dismissed 
at the expiration of my several terms of service. 
7.  The names of some of the persons to whom I am known in my present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to my character for veracity and their belief of my services as a Soldier of the 
Revolution are Samuel Allen, Michael Miller, William Plumlee, Christopher Clemmons, 
Alexander Keith. 
He (said applicant) hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in open court. 
S/ William Gailbreath, Clerk 
     S/ Henry Miller, X his mark 
[Samuel Allen, a clergyman, and Michael Miller gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 30: On January 25, 1843, veteran applied for a transfer of his pension benefits to Monroe 
County Kentucky to which he had recently removed.] 
 
[p 6:  Pernina Miller, 85, applied in Monroe County Kentucky on May 28, 1855, as the widow of 
Henry Miller, a pensioner at the rate of $30 per annum; she states that she married him in 
Hawkins County Tennessee on or about the 12th day of November 1794; that they were married 
by Richard Murray, a minister of the gospel; that her name prior to her marriage was Pernina 
Mullinax; that her husband died in Jackson County Tennessee March 31st, 1852; that she has no 
record of her marriage; and that she remains his widow.  She signed her application with her 
mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: widow's name is also spelled Penninah; on May 19, 1856, Sally Pitcock, 57 years 
old as of 14th of June 1856, testified that she is the daughter of Perninah and Henry Miller; that 
she is the 3rd child of her parents; that both her older brothers are now dead; that she resides in 
Monroe County Kentucky; that she was married to John Pitcock.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service as 
a private for 9 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


