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Pension application of James Neal 1 W26574  Sarah Neal  f96SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/13/08: rev'd 12/15/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 7] 
State of South Carolina, Darlington District} SS. 
 On this day to wit the twenty fifth day of March in the year of our Lord 1825 personally 
appeared in the Court of Common pleas for the said district (being a Court of Record) in open 
Court, before the Honorable William D. James one of the Associate Judges of the said State, 
James Neal, age Seventy years and resident in the said district of Darlington, who being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the provision made by the Acts of Congress of the 18th day of March 1818 and the 1st day of 
May 1820 that he the said James Neal enlisted for the term of 16 months sometime in the year 
1776 (the month and date not recollected) in the State of South Carolina in the Company 
commanded by Captain Henry Richbourgh [Henry Richbourg] in the Regiment Commanded by 
Colonel Thomas Sumter in the line of the State of South Carolina, on the Continental 
establishment, that he continued to serve in the said Corps, until the expiration of the term of his 
enlistment, when he was discharged from the said service, that he afterwards enlisted for the term 
of three years (the date of his enlistment not recollected) in the State of South Carolina in the 
Company commanded by Captain __ Gordon2 in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Isaac 
Huger in the line of the State of South Carolina on the Continental establishment, fifth Regiment 
in which Corps he served until the Surrender of Charleston [Charleston South Carolina fell to the 
British on May 12, 1780] when he was taken prisoner.  That he was in the battles of Eutaw 
[Eutaw Springs, September 8, 1781], Stono [Stono Ferry, June 20, 1779] and Savannah [Siege of 
Savannah September 16-October 9, 1779], where he was wounded and that he has no other 
evidence now in his power of his said Service except the affidavits of Peter Boasman3 and Henry 
McCall who were in the Army with him. 
 And in pursuance of the act of the first of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or otherwise disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so 
to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to 
provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the 

                                                 
1 BLWt13010-160-55 
2 John Gordon was a Capt.-Lt. in the 4th SC Regiment in 1778.  He is the only officer with that surname known to 
have served in the SC Continental Line.  Isaac Huger, however, served in the 5th SC Regiment. 
3 This MAY be the same person as filed under Peter Bozeman R20332 who was living in Montgomery County, 
Alabama when he filed in 1828 claiming service in the SC line. 
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revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person 
in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income 
other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed: that I am by Occupation a farmer 
which I am in a good degree unable to pursue from my age & the effects of the wounds received 
in battle.  My family consists of the following persons who reside with me viz. my wife 
Elizabeth Neal aged about 65 years 
 Schedule of the real & personal estate of James Neal Viz. one Lot of cattle worth $40 one 
horse bridle & saddle worth $35 one bed & furniture & bedstead worth $27 sundry articles of 
household & kitchen furniture & plantation tools worth $36.62 & bee hives worth $7.50: nearly 
all the above property is now levied on by the Sheriff to satisfy an execution 
Witness 
     S/ James Neal, X his mark 
S/ Joseph J. Evans 
 
[p 11:  On May 11, 1853, Sarah Neal filed in Darlington District, SC for a widow’s pension 
under the 1848 act stating that she married James Neal on March 20, 1835 in Darlington SC; 
they were married by John Chapman a Methodist minister; that James Neal died April 8, 1848 at 
his residence in Darlington.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: p 15:  Sarah Neal filed for bounty land stating her name prior to marrying James 
Neal was Sarah Miller; that she draws a pension of $96/year as the widow of James Neal; file 
contains land deeds, one of which is from James Neal to his nephew Ezekiel Neale of 
Darlington; the widow survived the Civil War and the file contains the papers she filed to have 
her pension reinstated after the Civil War.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing February 12, 1829, for service 
as a private for 16 months in the South Carolina Continental line.  His widow was pensioned in a 
like amount.] 


