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Pension application of Jonathan Joiner (Joyner) W300 Elizabeth Joyner f29GA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    7/8/09: rev'd 2/26/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 10] 
State of Tennessee Hardeman County: October Sessions 1833 
 Declaration of Jonathan Joiner in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 
June 7th 1832. 
 On this 9th Day of October 1833 personally [appeared] in open Court before the Justices 
of the County Court now sitting for Hardeman County aforesaid Jonathan Joiner a resident of the 
County of Hardeman aforesaid aged Eighty years of age or more not having any means of 
ascertaining his precise age who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make 
the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th 
1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and 
served as herein stated.  He first volunteered as a private in Captain Robert Middleton's 
Company in the State of Georgia in the County of joining the County in which the City of 
Augusta is situated and marched against the Creek Indians to Colonel Heard's Fort and before we 
arrived at the Fort the Light horse had relieved the Fort and when we arrived they were in pursuit 
of the Indians.  We marched from the Fort home having been in service one month we were 
called minute men and was commanded by Colonel Candler [William Candler] the year this 
declarant cannot recollect but was eighteen months before the British took Augusta. 
 He entered the service the second time as a volunteer minute man of horse under Colonel 
Benjamin Few and was marched to a place called Brier Creek against the British & Tories and 
after they dispersed we were marched home having been in service three weeks.  After the taking 
of Augusta [Augusta, Georgia, fell to forces under the command of Lt. Col. Archibald Campbell 
on January 31, 1779] I again entered the service as a private under Captain Robert Middleton and 
was marched across into South Carolina and there acted as spies up & down the Savannah River 
for one month and at this time part of the company returned to Georgia, but this declarant went 
on immediately and joined General Williamson [Andrew Williamson] and remained in service 
under General Williamson five months and then after the British left Augusta [the forces under 
Campbell left Augusta in mid-February 1779] he obtained leave from his officers and went 
home.  He never received any discharge but for the time he served under General Williamson but 
who of them signed it he does not now recollect as he is very old and his memory frail he lost or 
destroyed the discharge. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any state. 
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1.  Where and in what year were you born 
 Ans: I was born in South Hampton [Southampton] County State of Virginia.  I do not 
know what year I was born in my Father died before I was born and I was informed the record of 
my age in the family Bible was lost, and I have no record of my age. 
2.  Where did you live when called into service, where have you lived since the revolutionary 
war and where do you now live. 
 Ans: I lived in the State of Georgia when I was called into service.  I lived since 20 years 
after the war in North Carolina in Halifax County, and moved to the State of Tennessee Jackson 
County and from there I moved to Livingston County Kentucky and from there to Hardeman 
County Tennessee about ten years since where I now live. 
3.  How were you called into Service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute. 
 Ans: I entered the service as a volunteer each tour I served 
4.  State the names of some of the Regular officers who were with the troops where you served, 
such Continental and Militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
 Ans: I am not able to state the names of any more of the officers than is stated in my 
declaration; there was about 2000 men in service under General Williamson. 
State the names of persons to whom you are known in your neighborhood and who can testify as 
to your veracity and their belief of your service as a soldier of the revolution. 
 Ans: I am known by West Harris, Elias Fort, Cornelius Cain, General J C N Robertson 
and a number of other citizens of Hardeman I am also known to the Representative in Congress 
from this District W C Dunlap 
Sworn to in open Court October 9th 1833 
S/ Thos. J. Hardeman, Clerk 
    S/ Jonathan Joiner, X his mark 
[Cornelius Cain, a clergyman, and West Harris gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 2:  On November 12, 1846 in Hardeman County Tennessee, Elizabeth Joyner [sic], aged 82, 
filed for a widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Jonathan Joiner 
[sic] a revolutionary war pensioner; that she married him in 1789; that her husband died July 25, 
1835; that she has remained his widow ever since his death; she submits in support of her claim 
the family Bible record showing the deaths, births & marriages of the family of Jonathan and 
Elizabeth Joyner [sic]; that there is also another Bible record in which is recorded the following 
entry "Poley Joyner Daughter of Jonathan Joyner and Elisabeth his wife was Born September 
11th 1792, Sally Joyner the Daughter of the same was born June 25th, 1791, Thomas Joyner was 
born the 18th January 1796, Jonathan Joyner was born August the 4th 1799, Henry Joyner was 
born March the 13, 1802; Jonathan Joyner died the 15th of September 1804"; that she was 
married to her husband in Halifax County North Carolina. 
S/ Elisath Joyne [sic] 

 ] 
 
[pp 8-9 family records] 



 

 
 
[p 25: On November 12, 1846 in Hardeman County Tennessee, Thomas Joyner gave testimony 
that he is the son of Jonathan and Elizabeth Joyner; that he was born January 18, 1796 according 
to a memorandum which he believes to be correct; that he lived in the same neighborhood as his 
parents up to the time of the death of his father Jonathan Joyner and that his mother has remained 
a widow. 



] 
 
[p 26:  On November 12, 1846 in Hardeman County Tennessee, Charlotte Harriss gave testimony 
that she has been well acquainted with Elizabeth Joyner about 46 years; that Elizabeth was the 
wife of Jonathan Joyner; that Jonathan and Elizabeth lived together as man and wife until the 
death of Jonathan; that Elizabeth has remained a widow; that she 1st became acquainted with 
Jonathan and Elizabeth in Halifax County North Carolina; that she, affiant, is about 62 years old 
and now a resident of Hardeman County Tennessee. 

] 
 
[p 28:  On November 12, 1846 in Hardeman County Tennessee, Robert D Fort and Elizabeth A 
Fort gave testimony that they have been well acquainted with Elizabeth Joyner for many years; 
they state their belief that the memorandum of the birth of the children of Jonathan and Elizabeth 
Joyner is correct.  Their relationship, if any, to the veteran and/or his widow is not stated. 

] 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran died in Hardeman County, July 25, 1835; he married in 1789, exact date 
not shown, in Halifax County North Carolina, Elizabeth, date and place of her birth and her 
maiden name not stated.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $23.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 7 months in the Georgia militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like 
amount.] 


