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Pension application of Elhanan John W3260  Catharine John  f14VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/27/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Pennsylvania City of Philadelphia 
 On this 22nd day of September in the year 1848 personally appeared before me the 
undersigned an Alderman for the City and State above mentioned Catharine John, a resident of 
Pennsylvania in the County of Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania aged 34 years who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Acts of Congress passed July 4th, 1836 and July 
15th 1848: That she is the widow of Elhanan John who was a private in the Company C. 
Commanded by Captain Bankhead in the Regiment of Virginia Volunteers and that Anna Jane 
John aged 13, Edwin John aged 12 years, Martha John aged 10 years, Milton John aged 8 years, 
Annetta John aged 5 years and Mary John aged 4 years, all the only surviving Children of the 
said Elhanan John Deceased – 
 She further declares that she was married to the said Elhanan John on the 23rd day of 
October in the year 1834 that her husband the aforesaid Elhanan John died in Monterey in 
Mexico on or about the 26 day of June 1847; and that she has remained a widow ever since that 
period as will more fully appear by reference to the proof hereto annexed. 
     S/ Catharine John 

      
 
[p 12] 
Surgeon General's Office May 22nd, 1849 
Sir, 
From the Official Report of Surgeon T. C. Madison U.S. Army it appears that E. Johns private 
Company C Virginia Volunteers died at Monterey Mexico on the 28th day of June 1847 of 
Chronic Dysentery. 
From the nature of the disease I am of opinion it was contracted in the line of his duty. 
     Very Respectfully 
      Your Obedient Servant 
      By order 
      H. L. Heiskell 
      Surgeon U. S. A. 
J. L. Edwards Esquire 
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Commissioner of Pensions 
Washington DC 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $3.50 per annum commencing June 28, 1847 for 
her husband service as a private in the Virginia service.] 
 
[Note although this document is indexed among the revolutionary war claims, it seems 
inconceivable to me that a man young enough to have been serving in the war with Mexico in 
1847 could have possibly been a veteran of the revolutionary war.  I believe, therefore, that this 
file has been erroneously included among the revolutionary war pensioners when it should have 
been included among the pension records applicable to the Mexican-American war.  This view is 
reinforced by the very unusual amount of the pension granted to this widow.  I have never seen 
any revolutionary war pensioner who received only $3.50 per annum.] 


