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Pension application of Chapman Gordon 1 W356 Charity Gordon  f85NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    8/19/08 rev'd 9/13/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 9] 
State of Georgia, County of Walker 
 On the 2nd day of October in the year of our Lord 1849 personally appeared before me the 
undersigned a Justice of the peace in and for the State & County aforesaid Charity Gordon a Resident 
of said County, aged (80) Eighty years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on her oath 
make the following Declaration in order to obtain the Benefit of the provision made by the Act of 
Congress passed July 7th 1838, entitled an Act Granting half pay and pensions to Certain Widows, that 
she is the widow of Chapman Gordon who was a Private in the war of the Revolution and served as 
herein Stated, he entered the service some time in the year 1779 or 80 by volunteering under the 
Command of Captain John Cleveland in Wilkes County North Carolina and served under him some 
two or three years, in the foot service, after which he entered as a volunteer into a company of mounted 
or Horse Men, which was also commanded by the said Captain John Cleveland, she thinks, for 12 
months, he also served under Captain Nathaniel Gordon some two or three years whether under him 
before or after he was under Captain Cleveland, she does not Recollect, all his services however was 
rendered in Colonel Benjamin Cleveland's Battalion or Regiment & in General Rutherford's [Griffith 
Rutherford's] Brigade, she has often heard her husband in conversation about the war say that he was in 
the Revolution, the most of the time it was going on.  She further declares that she was married to the 
said Chapman Gordon in Newberry District South Carolina on the 25th day of December in the year 
1786 and that her Husband the aforesaid Chapman Gordon died on the 12th day of June 1813.  That she 
was not married to him prior to his leaving the Service but the Marriage took place previous to the first 
day of January 1794, that is at the time above stated.  She further states that she wishes under the 
application to obtain the benefits of the Acts of Congress passed March 3rd, 1843, June 17th, 1844, & 
29th July 1848. 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and date above written. 
 The words (“in Newberry District South Carolina”) interlined before signed.  She further 
Declares the Reason she has not heretofore applied for a Pension is that, she did not know of anyone 
living by whom she could prove her Husband's Services and that she did not know Proof could be 
made from Records war and over words that there was any Records of affording proof in such cases. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & date above. 
S/ Joshua Harlan, JP 
     S/ Charity Gordon, X her mark 
 
[p 68] 
State of Georgia, Franklin County 
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 On this 24th day of November 1849 personally appeared before me the undersigned a Magistrate 
in and for the said County Captain John Stonecypher2 a Citizen of said County aged 93 years a 
Pensioner of the United States, and after being duly sworn according to law declares upon his oath that 
he was in time of the Revolutionary War in Wilkes County North Carolina well acquainted with 
Chapman Gordon the Husband of Charity Gordon of Walker County in this State, who is now an 
applicant for a Pension he further states that the said Chapman Gordon was a soldier in the same 
Regiment he himself was (Viz.) Colonel Cleveland's Regiment General Rutherford's Brigade of the 
North Carolina Militia, though he cannot particularly describe any particular Tour of service he 
Rendered from old age and the Consequent loss of memory he cannot recollect those particulars, but he 
was with him the said Chapman frequently in the service & knows he served in Colonel Cleveland's 
Regiment he remained intimately acquainted with the said Chapman or years after the close of the War. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me the day & Date above 
S/ Daniel Mosley, JP 
     S/ John Stonecypher, X his mark 
 
[p 5] 
Georgia, Whitfield County 
 On this 4th day of April 1855 personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the 
Peace within and for the County & State aforesaid Charity Gordon aged Eighty Six years a Resident of 
Walker County in the State of Georgia who being duly sworn according to law declares that she is the 
widow of Chapman Gordon Deceased who was a Private in the Companies commanded by Captains 
John Cleveland and Nathaniel Gordon in the Battalion or Regiment commanded by Colonel Benjamin 
Cleveland in the Militia of North Carolina in the War of the revolution.  That her said Husband 
volunteered in Wilkes County North Carolina in the year 1779 or 1780, for what length of time she 
cannot say, nor can she give the date of his leaving the Service.  She further States that she was married 
to the said Chapman Gordon in Newberry District South Carolina on the 25th day of December in the 
year 1786.  That her name before her marriage was Charity King.  That her said Husband died on the 
12th day of June 1813 and that she is now a widow.  She further Declares that she has heretofore made 
application for a Pension under the Acts of Congress approved July 7th 1838, 3rd of March 1843 and 
17th of June 1844, and July 29th, 1848, and Obtained a Pension Certificate for the Sum of $63.88 per 
annum and for proof of her said marriage & the services & Death of her Husband she refers to the 
Papers on file in the Pension Office upon which she was pensioned.  She makes this Declaration for the 
purpose of obtaining the Bounty Land to which she is entitled under Act of Congress approved 3 March 
1853. 
      S/ Charity Gordon 

       
 
[p 14:  On December 23, 1858 in Maury County Tennessee, the widow applied for the transfer of her 
pension benefit from the Georgia agency to the Tennessee agency she having removed there to be with 
her grandchildren with whom she has been living for several years.  She signed this document with her 
mark.] 
 
[p 13:  On February 10, 1859 in Columbia Tennessee, George W Gordon wrote a letter to the 
Commissioner of Pensions in which he refers to a request that his mother's pension certificate be 
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transferred from the Savannah agency to the Nashville Tennessee agency. 

] 
 
[p 8: family record:  

] 
 
[p 20] 
State of North Carolina 
 Office of Secretary of State 
I William Hill, Secretary of State in and for the State of North Carolina do hereby certify that it appears 
from the Journals of the General Assembly of this State that John Cleveland was on the 14th July 1781 
appointed a Captain of the Troops to be raised by an Act of the General assembly of said Session. 
     Given under my hand this 6th day of January 1854 
      S/ Wm Hill Secretary of State 
For Evidence of Benjamin Cleveland commanding as Colonel see Wheeler's History of North Carolina 
Page 97, Page 101, Page 103 & Page 444. 
 
[p 57: NC Comptroller's report: 



 
 
[p 43:  William Hill, Secretary of State of North Carolina, certified on May 17, 1854 that the District of 
Morgan in the year 1784 composed the Counties of Burke, Lincoln, Rutherford and Wilkes.] 
 
[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $63.88 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836, for her 
husband service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


