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Pension application of Thomas Phillips W5533  Hannah Phillips f18NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves   8/29/09: rev'd 11/30/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of Georgia County of Franklin 
 On this 1st day of December A.D. 1852 before me a Justice of the Peace duly authorized 
by law to administer of his in and for said County, personally appeared Hannah Phillips aged 
ninety years a resident of the County and State aforesaid who being duly sworn according to law 
makes the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress of 7th of 
July 1838 and subsequent acts making provision for the widows of deceased Revolutionary 
soldiers.  That she is the widow of Thomas Phillips who was a private soldier of the 
revolutionary war in the State of North Carolina.  That she was well acquainted with Thomas 
Phillips before he went into said war.  That his & her parents were at that time near neighbors 
and lived in Lenoah [sic, Lenoir] County North Carolina that he was drafted she thinks in the 
spring of 1779 and she believes he served two six months tours as a drafted soldier, that 
afterwards he volunteered and served all or nearly all the time until the war was over that he 
served part of the time under Colonel Caswell [William Caswell] and Captain White and other 
officers, whom she heard her husband talked much about, but she has now forgotten their names.  
That he was in some severe battles with the British but she cannot remember where.  That at one 
Battle he was severely wounded by receiving a musket shot in his arm, and one in his side a little 
above the hip bone and that he was in some severe skirmishes with the Tories, that she 
remembers distinctly of having seen him occasionally during the war and heard him speak much 
about the dangers and hardships that he had to endure but from loss of memory she is unable to 
describe his services more definitely than as above stated only she remembers that he did not 
come home to stay any length of time until the war was over. 
 And she further declares that she was married to the said Thomas Phillips in Lenoir 
County North Carolina in the month of April 1785 by Abraham Baker a Baptist Minister, that her 
name before her said marriage was Hannah Weathington, that they kept a Bible Record of their 
marriage which she preserved for many years, but that it is now destroyed, and she believes that 
no record, public or private of her marriage is in existence at this time.  She therefore refers to 
the ages of her children as the best evidence of her marriage at the time above stated, that she is 
now able to present, that her first child Cleverly Philips was born January 14, 1786, second 
Rachel born March 14, 1788, third Dennis born April 19, 1791, fourth Zelpha born May 1794, 
fifth Wiley born April 28, 1797, sixth Dewrant born Marched 1800, seventh Kizza born January 
1803.  She further declares that her said husband died in Franklin County Georgia on the 16th 
day of December 1814 leaving this deponent his widow and that she is still his widow and she 
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declares that during the last few years she has been often advised to apply for a pension for the 
revolutionary services of her deceased husband, but that she knew not how to proceed and had 
no one to assist or and struck her in the matter, it has therefore been neglected till now. 
      S/ Hannah Phillips, X her mark 
 
[p 13: On January 19, 1853 in Franklin County Georgia, Pleasant Holley, 65, a resident of said 
County, gave testimony that he became acquainted with Thomas Phillips and his wife Hannah in 
1806; that Philips bore the reputation and character of being a revolutionary soldier; that 
deponent's father William Holley, who died in 1821, was also a soldier in the revolution in North 
Carolina; "...that he has often heard his father and said Phillips speak of being together in service 
in the Revolutionary war and that he heard them speak of being together in some severe battle, 
and of the hardships and sufferings that they were compelled to endure..."] 
 
[Veteran’s widow was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4, 1836, for 
her husband service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


