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Pension application of John Cullen 1 W6950  Elizabeth Cullen  f45DEL 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      7/1/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of New Jersey Cumberland County: SS 
 On this 2nd day of May 1818 Personally appeared before me the Subscriber one of the 
Judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas in and for said County John Cullen who upon his 
Solemn Oath Deposeth and Saith that in the year 1777 on the 17th day of March he enlisted under 
Captain John Rhoades [John Rhodes2] belonging to the Delaware Regiment Colonel Vaughn 
[Joseph Vaughan] when dismissed, Delaware line in the revolutionary Army for three years or 
during the war, and that he served during the war and was discharged by General Green 
[Nathanael Greene] in South Carolina at the conclusion of the War, that he is now Sixty-three 
years of age and requires Support for his Subsistence from his Country. 
     S/ John Cullen 

      
 
 Personally appeared before me John Cullen and in addition to his former affidavit states 
that he enlisted under Captain John Rhodes on the 17th March 1777 that he was in the Delaware 
Regiment, first under Colonel Pope [Charles Pope], that after Colonel Pope left the service, he 
was under Colonel Hall [David Hall], that when he was discharged he was under Colonel Joseph 
Vaughan, That Captain Rhodes was wounded at the Battle of Monmouth [June 28, 1778], that 
afterwards Peter Jaquett was Captain, that he served during the war – was under General Gates 
till after his defeat [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 1780] – was then under General Green until 
discharged – that he received a Certificate from a Mr. Banning of Dover in the State of Delaware 
for the money due him as a Soldier – that he sold said Certificate to Mr. Tom Sworden & John 
Pleasants of Milford Delaware, that to the best of this deponent's recollection the Certificate of 
Service amounted to Sixty-three Pounds two Shillings & one farthing that this deponent is 
remote from the State of Delaware, or he would procure Satisfactory testimony of his Service – 
he believes Peter Jaquett is still living in State of Delaware and that Lieutenant Roach [perhaps 
Edward Roche] was Pay Master of the Delaware Regiment when he was released. 
May 1st, 1819      S/ John Cullen 
Schedule  
State of New Jersey 

                                                 
1 BLWt8442-160-55 
2 Taken prisoner at the Battle of Camden August 15-16, 1780 
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Cumberland County, Inferior Court of Common Pleas, of the Term of June in the year 1820 
 On this 22nd day of June 1820, personally appeared in open court, being a court of record 
for the said County, John Cullen (labourer) aged Sixty Six years, resident in Maurice River in 
said County, who, in first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that he served in 
the Revolutionary war as follows: that he enlisted in March 1780 with Captain John Rhodes of 
the Delaware Regiment and remained in service till he was honorably discharged at the close of 
the War, was in several skirmishes but in no general engagement his declaration to obtain a 
pension he believes is dated May 2nd, 1818 and his pension Certificate is dated July 19th, 1819 
and numbered 12,381 
 And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day 
of March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever 
disposed of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring 
myself within the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on 
the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, 
or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in 
the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed 

 
And I do further swear that my family consist of myself aged as above specified, very infirm and 



unable to labour being crippled in both arms and one leg my wife Elizabeth aged about forty-five 
unhealthy My Daughter Sarah aged 17 and a boy aged 8 years. 
       S/ John Cullen 
 
[p 31] 
   Office of the Secretary of the State of Delaware 
    Dover 10 July 1819 
 There are in this office pay rolls of Lieutenant John Rhodes' company of the Delaware 
Regiment commanded by Colonel David Hall in the service of the United States on the 
Continental establishment during the revolutionary war, for the months of February March April 
May June July and August 1778, from which it appears that a person of the name of "John 
Cullen" served as a private soldier in the said company from the 17th March 1778 until the 21st 
June of the same year, there being in the payroll from June of that year and entry made against 
his name in the following words viz. "supposed deserted 21st June", and his name is not 
appearing in any of the said pay rolls after that for June 1778. 
 There also are in this office pay rolls of Major Joseph Vaughan's Company in the 
Delaware Regiment aforesaid (of which company John Rhodes was then first Lieutenant) from 
September 1778 to March 1780 inclusive from which it appears that a private soldier of the name 
of quote John Cullen" belonged to the said company, that his pay in the said company 
commenced on the first of June 1778, that in October 1778 he "returned from Hospital", and that 
he continued to serve in the said company until and during the month of March 1780, his name 
being mentioned in all the pay rolls from and including that for October 1778 and it not 
appearing from any of them that he was absent from the said company after his return from the 
hospital in October 1778. 
 It also appears from a "Muster roll of the noncommissioned officers drummers and fifers 
and rank and file of the late Delaware Regiment (then) the first company of the 2nd Battalion in 
Colonel Williams' Regiment serving in the Southern Army of the United States" dated "Hillsboro 
North Carolina September 1780" and which muster roll is in this office, that a private soldier of 
the name of "John Cullen" then belonged to and was serving in the said last mentioned company. 
 There are also in this office pay rolls of Captain Peter Jaquett's Company in the Delaware 
Regiment aforesaid under the command of the aforesaid Colonel David Hall, from May 1777 till 
March 1780 inclusive, all of which I have carefully examined and the name of "John Cullen" 
does not appear in any one of them. 
 Certified for the United States War Department 
      S/ H. M. Ridgely 
 
[p 17:  On September 1, 1854 in Cumberland County New Jersey, Elizabeth Cullen, 83, a 
resident of Maurice River Township in Cumberland County filed for a widow's pension under the 
1848 act stating that she is the widow of John Cullen, a revolutionary war pensioner; that she 
married him in the City of Norfolk Virginia in September 1799; they were married by Parson 
Whitehead, and Episcopal clergyman; that her husband departed this life at Maurice River April 
12, 1830 and that she remains his widow.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[p 15:  On April 4, 1855 in Cumberland County New Jersey, Elizabeth Cullen, 81, a resident of 
Ewing's Neck in Cumberland County New Jersey, filed for her bounty land entitlement as the 
widow of John Cullen, a revolutionary war pensioner.  She signed her application with her 
mark.] 
 
[p 16:  On April 4, 1855, in Cumberland County New Jersey, witnesses filed an affidavit that 



they had known Elizabeth Cullen for 50 years; that she came to Cumberland County about 50 
years ago with her husband John Cullen from the state of Virginia.] 
 
[p 43:  On September 1, 1854 in Cumberland County New Jersey, Daniel Robinson, 78, gave 
testimony that he was acquainted with John and Elizabeth: in September 1803 when they moved 
from Virginia to New Jersey and settled near where the affiant resided; that they then had 2 
children William & Sarah who they always claimed as their lawful children.] 
 
[p 44:  On September 1, 1854 in Cumberland County New Jersey, Joel Robinson and David 
Cullen [relationship , if any, not stated] gave testimony that they were acquainted with John and 
Elizabeth Cullen from about the year 1810 at which time they had two children William and 
Sarah; that Sarah died before her father; that John Cullen died in 1830; that William Cullen is 
still living and has the family Bible in which the following is recorded in the handwriting of said 
John Cullen: 
"John Cullen Senior was Born A.D. 1755 May 25th 
Elizabeth Cullen his wife was Born August 20th A.D. 1773 
James Cullen their Son was born May 22nd A.D. 1800 
William Cullen their Son was born November 22nd, 1801 
Sarah Cullen their daughter was born May 14th A.D. 1803"] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing May to, 1818 for service as a 
private for 6 years in the Delaware Continental line.  His widow was pensioned at the rate of $96 
per annum commencing February 3, 1853.] 


