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Pension application of James Ford W8820  Lucy Ford   f36VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/21/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State Of Kentucky, Woodford County: SS 
 On this the 15 day of February Eighteen Hundred and forty three before me John Steele 
an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County of Woodford State of Kentucky who is by 
reason of bodily infirmity prevented from appearing in open court being aged near Eighty Six 
years and who after being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 7th June 1832:  That he 
entered the service of the United States during the Revolutionary war, in the year 1775 as a 
minute man and served as such during the year 1775 and 1776 about seven months in all and 
would march onto the shores of Potomac River and the shore of the Chesapeake Bay, from 
Caroline County, Virginia and would remain on said shores for a week at a time and sometimes 
two weeks at a time guarding them in order to prevent the British from burning the houses of the 
citizens.  The British would frequently come in sight of the mentioned shores and then the 
minute men would fly to arms in order to prevent them from landing and destroying the houses 
and barns but which they would notwithstanding the vigilance of the minute men frequently do. 
And when they the British would endeavor to ascend the Rappahanock [Rappahannock River] 
we, the minute men by pushing on, and the river being so narrow, would compel them to return 
to the open sea. He declares that he cannot remember the duration of the frequent tours, he 
served as a minute man in the year of 1775 and part of the year 1776, but knows that when all 
connected together or added together would make at least seven months of actual service. 
Neither can he remember the names of the officers under whom the aforesaid service was 
performed. He further declares that when Governor Dunmore [John Murray, Lord Dunmore, last 
royal Governor of the colony of Virginia] was stealing the Negroes of the farmers of Virginia he 
then again was in service and cannot say whether as a volunteer or draughted [sic, drafted] man, 
but that his company marched down from Caroline County Virginia to Williamsburg and below 
Williamsburg to a creek or river when they the Americans compelled Governor Dunmore to go 
aboard of a vessel and sail out into the sea. And after they had thus driven Governor Dunmore 
then his company returned back to Caroline County Virginia where they were dismissed from 
service and this tour of service was of at least six weeks duration, and he does not recollect the 
names of the officers under whom the tour was performed. Neither can he positively state the 
year in which it was performed, but states that there were Militia companies from various parts 
of Virginia with his company in said town.  He further declares that in the year of 1781 [looks 
like "1787"], when there were British troops in the lower part of Virginia about the last of March 
was drafted to serve a tour of three months as a Militia Private under Captain Peyton Starnes and 
Colonel Philip Johnson and they marched down through Fredricksburgh [Fredericksburg] where 
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they staid a few days awaiting for troops from other counties and then marched down to 
Williamsburg and previous to arriving there General Matthews [probably George Mathews] took 
the command upon himself and after arriving then we would march thereabouts and over the 
country and remain stationary and there were Militia Companies from various parts of Virginia 
with his company during said tour and particularly does he recollect of Culpepper, Louisa, and 
Hanover Militia companies being in company with his. And he remembers General Matthews 
perfectly well who treated his men rather shamefully during his said tour, and Colonel Johnson it 
was rumored by the soldiers had challenged him (Mathews) to fight him a duel, because he had 
treated him, Johnson and his men badly, and when said tour of three months had expired he 
volunteered to serve three months longer and was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and 
continued to serve out said tour which terminated the last of September, and he then returned 
home to Caroline County Virginia, and during this last tour they continued marching and 
remaining stationary until they got the British hampered at little York but declarant left before 
the surrender of Cornwallis [Yorktown, October 19, 1781] - and during this tour there were very 
many militia companies with his under the said General Matthews – and during this last 
mentioned tour or the latter part of this one previous General Wayne [Anthony Wayne] joined 
the army with his regular troops, and he remembers that at the Rackoon [sic, Raccoon] ford one 
of General Wayne's men was shot for deserting and also remembers that General Wayne's troops 
were in a service engagement at James Town [Jamestown] and declarant was near but not in this 
engagement. And General Lafayette's regular troops were with the American army during both 
the last mentioned tours. He further declares that he resided in Caroline County, Virginia when 
he entered the service and continued to reside there until the year 1794 when he removed to 
Kentucky Woodford County and has continued to reside in Woodford County ever since and that 
he has no documentary evidence in support of his claim except a record of his birth which is in 
the following words "James Ford born this 11th day of May 1757". And further that he knows of 
no one whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his service except his Lady or wife 
who was married to him before the last mentioned tours were performed.--  He hereby 
relinquishes his every claim whatever to a Pension or annuity except the present, and declares 
that his name is not on the Pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid before me. 
      S/ James Ford, Sr 

       
S/ J. Steele J.P. 
 
State of Kentucky, Woodford County 
John Steele an acting Justice of the Peace in aforesaid county certify that I propounded the 
following interrogatories to James Ford Sr, who answered them as herein after set forth - 
 
Question 1st - Where and in what year were you born? 
Ans . I was born in Caroline County, Virginia on the 11th day of May 1757. 
 
Question 2nd Have you any record of your age if so where is it? 
Ans . I have a record of my age and it is now in my possession in my house. 
 
Question 3rd Where were you living when called into service; where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary war and where do you now live? 



Ans . I resided, in Caroline County Virginia when called into service and resided in Caroline 
County Virginia until the year 1794 when I removed to Kentucky what is now Woodford County 
and have resided there ever since, and now live in Woodford County Kentucky. 
 
Question 4th How were you called into service: were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you 
a substitute, and if a substitute for whom? 
Ans . In 1775 and 1776 I served as a minute man and would fly to arms in a moment for the 
defense of the county and suppose it was termed volunteer service - when I served a tour in 
driving Governor Dunmore aboard a vessel I cannot say whether I was drafted or volunteered but 
am inclined to the opinion that I volunteered and in March 1781 I was drafted to serve three 
months as a Private and after it terminated I volunteered immediately to serve another tour of 
three months and was promoted to the rank of sergeant and served the whole of said tour as 
sergeant - and when the said tour terminated I returned to my home in Caroline county Virginia. 
And cannot now say whether Colonel Johnson continued to serve as long as I did but know that 
General Matthews did - I think Johnson did not. 
 
Question 5th- State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you 
served; such continental and militia regiments as you can recollect, and the general 
circumstances of your service. 
 
Ans . There were Militia companies with ours when I served in 1775 and 1776 as a minute man, 
from various counties. And when I was in the tour where Governor Dunmore was driven on 
board a vessel there were militia companies from Culpepper, Louisa, Hanover and can't say how 
many regiments. And when I in March was drafted to serve a tour of three months there were 
militia companies and regiments from various counties in Virginia - Culpepper, Hanover, 
Augusta, Rockbridge, etc. and General Lafayette's regular troops were with us and General 
Wayne's regular troops arrived about last of June as this tour was terminating or first of my next 
which commenced Immediately on the termination of the one mentioned and continued until last 
of September and which I served out as Sergeant and during which General Lafayette and 
General Wayne's regular troops were with us and the Militia companies regiments from various 
parts of Virginia particularly Culpepper, Augusta, Louisa and Hanover. In 1775 and 1776 I 
served 7 months a minute man on the shores of the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay and 
Rappahannock River in guarding them to prevent the British from landing. I served a tour of 
three months commencing in March as a draft private and marched from Caroline county down 
to Williamsburg and continued March thereabouts and remained stationary until said tour 
terminated and then volunteered and served three months as sergeant and remained stationary 
and marching in pursuit of Cornwallis troops and marching from place to place until this tour 
terminated which was the last of September and then returned to my home in Caroline county, 
Virginia. 
 
Question 6th - Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so by whom was it 
given, and what has become of it. 
Ans . If I received any discharge before my last service I have forgotten it and if I received my 
discharge from my last mentioned tour I don't exactly recall it but if I did they have been lost and 
I can't tell what has become of them. 
 
 He further declares that the reason he has not made an earlier application for a Pension is 
that he did not know by whom he could prove his aforesaid service except his wife and he 



concluded he had to introduce other positive proof and it was fraught with a great deal of trouble 
expense etc. 
        S/ James Ford, Sr. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
day this the 15th day of February 1843) 
S/  J. Steele, J.P,W.C. 
 
State of Kentucky, Woodford County 
 Personally came before me John Steele an acting Justice of the Peace in & for said 
County Mrs. Lucy Ford who after being duly sworn according to Law states that she was the 
wife of said James Ford before and during the year 1781 & that her husband was drafted and 
marched 1781 to serve a tour of three months as a militia Private in the war of the revolution and 
that he entered the service then & continued to serve in actual service until the last of September 
1781 after which he returned to his home in Caroline County Virginia and she states that her 
suffering was great while her said husband was in service in said war and at the time aforesaid 
from last March to last September for she had a child born during said service which was born on 
the 26th day of July 1781.  She saith that her said Husband was in service previous to that 
mentioned above but she cannot definitively state the time, length of time &c.  She also saith that 
she is now upwards of 85 years of age. 
       S/ Lucy Ford, X her mark 
 Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 15th day of February 1843. 
 S/ J. Steele, J Peace 
 
[p 10:  On February 15, 1843 in Woodford County Kentucky, James Ford Junior, 30 odd years 
old gave testimony that he has heard his father James Ford Senior relate his services in the 
Revolutionary War. 

] 
 
[p 12:  On September 30, 1846 in Woodford County Kentucky, Lucy Ford a resident of said 
County aged about 89 years made application for a widow's pension under the 1836 act stating 
that she is the widow of James Ford, a revolutionary war pensioner at the rate of $30 per annum; 
that she married her husband before his last tour of duty; that her husband died June 21st, 1845 
and that she remains a widow.  She signed her application with her mark.  In an affidavit in 
support of his mother's application for a pension, James Ford Junior made reference to his 
brothers and sisters but did not named them.  In another document in this file the widow makes 
reference to the fact that she had a child born July 26, 1781 and that her husband did not return 
home from his service until the last of September 1781.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a private for 9 months in the Virginia militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


