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Loyalist Claim of John Hopton SC6167
Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 5 March 2025.

[From UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 at ancestry.com. Although the soldier was a Loyalist, he also
served on the Patriot side. His claim is included here to recognize all who served for whatever reason, and as an
example of the difficult choice forced upon people during the Revolutionary War and the hardships they suffered as
a result. Some documents in the files are not transcribed here.]

To the Hon’ble Commissioners appointed by Act of Parliament for enquiring into the Losses & Services
of the American Loyalists

The Memorial of John Hopton late of Charles Town, So Carolina, Merch’ant
Sheweth

That your Memorialist is a Native of America, attached to the British Government, that in the
year 1777 in order to avoid as much as may be, taking part in American measures your Memorialist, left
Carolina, intending to have come to this Kingdom by way of France, having with him Property in Indigo
suffic’t. for his support for several years, meaning not to have returned to America during the War — on
the Passage he was captured by a Privateer & sent into Liverpool, where his property was condemned in
the Admiralty as lawful prize to the Captors; in this unfortunate situation he was reduced to the necessity
of subsisting by borrowing of Friends & Creditors, to whom from his intensive concerns in trade, he was
before largely indebted.

When his Majesty appointed Commissioners in the year 1778, to treat with the people of
America, your Memorialist went to New York, where he met the mortifying intelligence that his partner
in trade Mr. R. Will Powell had been banished from Carolina; this left your Memorial’t. without any
alternative in choice, but in justice to his Creditors to return to Chas. town, for which purpose thro’ the
interposition of the Earl of Carlisle & Governor Johnson, a flag of Truce was granted by the Comm’r. in
Chief and Admiral.

On the surrender of Chas. town to his Majesty’s Arms [12 May 1780], your Memorialist
immediately gave the fullest proof of his Allegiance, by promoting and signing a congratulatory Adress to
Sir Henry Clinton, and by declaration subscribed in presence of the Commandant Colo’l. [Nisbet]
Balfour.

Your Memorialist from his decided conduct has incurred the resentment of the Legislature of
Carol. & by their Act dat’d. 26 February 1782, his person is Attainted and his property Confiscated. A
Schedule of which property is herewith annexed — independent thereof your Memorial’t. has suffered
much greater loss by being entirely deprived ever since the commenem’t. of the American War, & now
by his banishm’t. for ever so of a very lucrative business from which can be proved by his Books of
Account, that he derived a profit annually of upwards of £2,500.

Your Memorial’t. begs leave to observe that the last Article set down in the Annexed Schedule, is
a Loss attended with the most aggravating circumstances, being a seizure wantonly made and arbitrarily
detained by Major Cochran of the British Legion [Charles Cochrane, commander of the Legion infantry
under Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton], though repeatedly petitioned for, both to Sir Henry Clinton and Earl
Cornwallis.

Your Memorialist prays that the premises may be taken into consideration, that under the report
which may be made thereon, he may be enabled to receive such relief as he may be found to merit.

And your Memorialist in gratitude will ever pray &c. /& |
Ex[amine]d '
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Schedule of property belonging to John Hopton, referred to, in the foregoing Memorial Vizt.

A Lot of Land in Beadons ally Charles town with dwelling House & Offices of Brick, conveniently sit.
for Trade, value before the War 650.

This House was rented at the time the British Army was in possession of Charles Town for £150 per An.
and now rents for £120 per Ann. under the American Confiscation Law, it was sold on the 17" June last
for £2100.

A Plantation containing 450 Acres of Land on the Congaree River well improved with valuable
Buildings thereon, purchased early in the year 1777 during the infancy of Congress Money, and before its
depreciation had any influence on the price of Land Cost £1500.

This plantation was sold in the Month of Dec’r. last for ten Guineas per Acre.

23 Negroe Slaves, that been employed in cultiv’g. the above mentioned plantation. Vizt. 9 Men, 6
Women, 8 Boys & Girls, valued at the rate Negroes sold before the War, say £60 per head 1380

6 of the above mentioned Negroes were sold in Charles Town, on the 15 Octob. last for £354.7. The
remaining number 17, [ have heard were distributed by the American Gen’l. Sumpter in bounties for
raising Soldiers [Gen. Thomas Sumter, as “Sumter’s Wages for ten-month enlistments].

A Tract containing 500 Acres of Land unimproved, on Pee dee River near Georgetown, for which many

years ago had been off’d. 200.

A Lot of Land in George Town, unimprov’d 50

14 Casks of Indigo, seized in the Country by Major Cochran of the British Legion & not restored NW
6650 Ib @ 3/ 997.10.
Ex’d £4777.10.
Evidence on the foregoing Memorial of John Hopton June 10" 1786

The Claimant Sworn

Confirms the contents of the Memorial.

Is a Native of South Carolina — was settled from 1771 as a Merchant in Charles Town

Says before he left the Country in 1777, he submitted to the Militia Duty and signed an
Association in Aug’st 1774. Conformed to the American Goverment after the Declaration of
Independance, and regularly kept guard till he left the Country.

Conformed out of necessity, & not by choice or from principle. The Militia was a more Town
Guard.

He left the Country to avoid taking part in the Troubles. he was in bad health & thrown out of
business which were also motives for his quitting.

There was an Oath imposed before he came away.

Went to Charles town in 1778 from New York under a Flag of Truce granted by the Commanders
— he should not have gone had it not been for the Banish’t. of Mr. Powell his partner in Business — he
carried a Number of Gov’r. Johnson’s Publications & distributed them in Charles Town. On his arrival at
Charles Town — was severely interrogated before the House of Assembly, & was obliged to take the Oath
or would have been compelled to go off immediately — he had a large Sum of Money due there which
must have been lost — he considered it only as a Temporary subscription of necessity On the surrender of
Charles Town immediately acted with the British.
Produces Col. Balfours Certificate of Protection dated 27 June 1780 stating that he had appeared &
declared himself a Loyal subject — on the surren’r of Charles Town

He did duty at the Seige of Charles Town with the Americans, saying he acted from necessity
Produces Certificate from Gov’r. [William] Bull dated 29" March 1784, as to his being attached to the
British Government

Says he acted as Fire Master & Comm’r. of the Streets & for settling the Deprec’. [depreciation]
of American Currency &ca whilst the Kings Troops were in Charles Town under the Intend’t of Police
Mr Jas Simpson

Property

Lot of Land in Beadons Ally Charles Town with Dwelling House & Offices thereon.



Title
15" & 16™ Jany 1779 — Conveyance from Wm. Camnan & his wife to Claimant in fee.
A Tract of 500 Acres in Pee dee River

Produces Conveyance dat. 7" Janu’y 1780 from Kath. Finlay to Claimant of the above Tract —
Cost £7000 Currency

Says the Consid. was £1000 Currency to him
A Lot of Land in George Town.

Produces Conveyance 13 March 1767 from the Executors of Jno. Cloland to Claim’t. of the
above Lot — Consideration £200 Currency Says he believes this was a Gift to him, it was before he came
of Age. He was offered £50 for it and refused it.

23 Negroe Slaves

Says he bought them in 1779 or 80 — they were totally lost to him. He gave £60 per head in order
to work them in his Estate on the Congaree River.

Produces a Certificate of the Sale of 6 Negroes dated 20" October 1783 whereby it appears the
said Negroes sold at Public Vendue[?] for 347 Guineas.

14 Casks of Indigo

Says they were seized by Major Cochran during the Seige of Charles Town — being part of a large
Quantity, sent by him to his Fathers Plantation. the whole was taken & all restored to him except the 14
Casks which never were Charges the 14 Casks at £997.10 Sterling
Says his Father left a Will & appointed Claimants two Sisters Extrix and bequeathed the whole of his
property to them. his Sisters are not married [see endnote]

Says his Business brought him in open an average of £250 per Ann.

Robt. Will Powell Sworn

Says he was a partner with Mr. Hopton in 1777. he lived in Charles Town to take care of the
concerns till he was banished in 1778. never conformed to the Americans, no more than they were
obliged

Knew the House in Beadons Ally — a very good House — thinks it was worth the Sum of £650
Claimed

The plantation on the Congaree River was a very good one & he thinks well worth the Sum
Claimant gave for it. Money was very little depreciated at the Time of the Purchase.

Knew there were a great number of Negroes lost belonging to Claimant, but cannot say how may.

Will’m Greenwood late of Charles Town So Carolina Merch’t. now in London, maketh Oath and
saith that he has known Mr. John Hopton one of the late House of Powel Hopton & Co. of Charles Town
upward of 14 years; that from the commenc’t. of the war in Amer’a. he was generally considered as a
Loyalist & friend to the British Government — that previous to the Seige of that town by Sir Henry
Clinton, this Deponent with Mr. Hopton sent a large quantity of Indigo to the plantation of a friend in the
Country as a place of safety, that during the seige, said Indigo was taken away by a party of the British
Legion Commanded by Major Cochran — that this deponent joined Mr. Hopton in petitioning the
Commander in Chief & also Lord Cornwallis for restoration of said Indigo wh’ch. was at length ordered
and partly complied with, but that the whole quantity taken never was returned this deponent loosing of
his part 5 Casks & Mr. Hopton 14 Casks.

That this deponent knows a Lot of Land in Beadons Ally Charles Town with a dwelling House
Warehouses & other buildings, all of Brick, belonging to Mr. Hopton of the Value of 6 to 700 pounds
Sterl’g and that the same rented after the reduction of Char’s Town for £150 Sterling per Ann.

That the deponent also knows a plantation at the Congarees, Mr Hopton’s property on which was
employ’d by him a Number of Negroes in Cultivating Indigo — that the Land is in general what is called
River Swamp the most valuable sort of Land in that Country, that he verily believes the value of said
plantation was full £1500 Sterling some years ago, but now much more.

That when the American Army under General Green [Nathanael Greene] came into Carolina in
the year 1781 the Negroes that were employed on the above mentioned plantation, flying for protection to
their Master in Charles Town, were most of them captured on the Road by parties of the American



Troops, as was notoriously known there & this deponent firmly believes to be true, but cannot speak to
this point more fully. William Greenwood
Sworn before the Comm’rs of American Claims,
at their office [undeciphered] Fields, Novem’r. 15" 1784.
C Monro (Ass’t Secret’y)

Robert Williams Sworn

Says he always thought Claim’t. from principle was well attached to this Country. Says Claimant
went into the Senate in 1779, but understood it was to prevent violent measures. Upon the arrival of
British Troops in Charles Town he took an active part with them & signed the Address to Sir Henry
Clinton. Says he considered him as a very useful Man. He was employed in settling the Depreciation
Table. Proves the Hand Writing of Jno. McCaul & Jos. Ward. Says Claimants Name was inserted in the
Flag of Truce & went with the permiss’n. of the Governors & Generals from New York to Charles Town
in 1779.

Claim’t. again

Says he was elect’d a Member of the Senate of Charles Town & acted with the Senate till the
Evac’n.. [evacuation of Charleston by the British, 14 Dec 1782] he was elected by a Number of
Gentlemen who were friends to this Government, and he thought to moderate measures if an Opportunity
should offer.

June 10" 1786.
Mr. Hopton attends; and is examined on Oath.

The Letters of the 315t May & 3¢ June are read, & Mr. Hopton confirming the contents thereof
upon Oath, & desires they may be taken as part of his Examination

Is quest’d. as to his having been in the Senate & the motives which led to it. He says he was
elected a Member of the Senate of So. Carolina in 1779 by the Electors of the District of Saxegotha [Saxe
Gotha] where his plantation lay. He sat for one year & was not re-elected. Says he never was Candidate
for the Seat, but was elected to fill up a vacancy. He was ignorant of the Election at the time it happened,
being then in Charlestown & says he was very much surprized when he rec’d. the Writ of Summons from
the Clerk to take his Seat. He took his Seat and says he was of opinion the presence of moderate Men in
that Body would be of service to both Countries. Being question’d as to whether he had any opportunity
of doing Service to this Country during his continuance in the Senate — Says he had opportunity of
serving those who were Attached to this Country. Add that it was recomm’d. to his to take this step when
he was at New York by a Gentleman who afterwards lost his life for his attachment to Great Britain, Mr.
Irving Brother to Mr. Thomas Irving of South Carol. Though his Sentiments were friendly to G. Britain,
yet he says he never [undeciphered] them to any one, as it would have been highly dangerous.

He adds that he always conceived the Proclamations issued by Sir Henry Clinton, Lord
Cornwallis, and other Commanders as being addressed to persons of his Discription, & as forming a
compact between the parties. Had it not been for his Faith in those proclamations he certainly should not
have come in, and sacrificed a Certainty to an uncertainty.

Being questioned whether previous to the issuing these proclamations he considered himself as a
Subject of America & attached to its cause Says he cannot say he was attached to the Cause of America,
but after having taken the Oaths & had been found in Arms at the Seige of Charles Town he cannot but
have been a Citizen of the State, but embraced the opportunity when it offered of returning to his
Allegiance.

June 12" 1786
Further Evidence in the Claim of John Hopton
Col. Nesbit Balfour — Sworn
Says he found Mr. Hopton in Charles Town after the surrender thereof, & understood he was in



the town during the Seige acting with the Americans. He was one of the first who took the Oaths

Says he was given to him as a man attached to the British; how far his Interest or other
Circumstances led him to act with the Americans before he cannot tell. Col. Balfour says during his stay
in Charles Town, Mr. Hopton conducted himself as a loyalist, but was neither active nor zealous as such.
He believes the real truth to be that he was guided by his Interest in the part he took and it was his Interest
at that time to be a Loyalist as it & had been before to be an American

Says after the Surrender of Charles Town he acted in some civil Employments, but was not
forward.

Examination on the Demand of John Hopton late of South Carolina

Demand./ 14 Casks of Indigo seized by the British Army in 1780} 997.10.0
No. 1. Memorial read
John Hopton Examined, refers to the Evidence taken before the other Board, for his Loyalty, and says

That the above Indigo, is the deficiency of a much larger quantity, that was at his Fathers
plantation, on Wando River, South Carolina, that above 50 Casks of Indigo were taken from off the said
Plantation, in the year 1780, by Major Cochran of the British Legion.

38 Casks were restored to the Exam[inan]t by an Order from Colonel Balfour in the year 1781.,
The 14 Casks claimed is the deficiency.

No. 2. Produces Affidavit of R Will’m Powell, sworn before the Commissioners of American
Claims, the 24™ Sept 1788, Stating

“That during the siege of Charles Town in 1780, he was informed by Major Cochran that he had
taken a quantity of Indigo, the Property of John Hopton, from the Plantation of William Hopton, on
Wando River.

“That after the surrender of Charles Town, the Deponent with others were appointed Trustees of
Captured Property, and that upon these Trustees applying for the aforesaid Indigo, 14 Casks were
deficient, which were never restored by the said Trustees to the claimant.”

Examinant says that the whole of the above Indigo, was his own property except 3 or 4 Casks,
that belonged to a Mr John Charles Lucena, that he certainly lost the above 14 Casks, for which he has not
received any compensation.

Has good reason to believe the same was Shipped by Major Cochran from Charles Town, aboard
the Red Bird, which was wrecked in the Sound, between Long Island, and the Main on her passage from
Charles Town to New York

Examinant applied to Lord Cornwallis for restitution of the property, who sent to detain the said
Vessel in the Harbour of Charles Town, but she had sailed. The quantity of Indigo restored in London
afterwards, sold from 7s/6d to 8s per Ib.

Examinant begs leave to add to his Demand two valuable Negroes, the property of his late Father
Will’m Hopton, which were carried off to the West Indies, by order of Colonel Jas Moncrief [James
Moncrief], at the Evacuation of Charles Town.

His Father is since dead, leaving Examinant his only Son, and 2 Sisters now in South Carolina.
Value these two Negroes at £150 St’g each.

The above Circumstances are stated in Mr Powells Affidavit.  John Hopton
Sworn before the Commissioners at their Office 20th November 1788.

Witness James Betts/ James May

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Majestys Treasury
The Petition & Memorial of William Greenwood & John Hopton, late of Charles Town South Carolina
Most Humbly Sheweth
That in the landing of the British Army in South Carolina in the year 1780, a detachment thereof
siezed a large quantity of Indigo belonging to your petitioners & Memorialists, of which Twenty four
Casks, Value Two thousand One hundred & eight pounds never has been restored.
That your Petitioners & Memorialists are informed a large sum of money, proceeds of property



Captured in South Carolina is at this time, unappropriated, we are told, in the hands of Mess. Coutts &
Co. Bankers in this City—out of which your petitioners and Memorialists pray compensation may be
made them.

Convinced of your Lordships power to do them right, relying on the Justice of their Claim, they
are encouraged to make this application, having also seen an authenticated Copy of a letter from a late
Secretary of the Treasury, John Robinson Esq dated 19" December 1780 to Sir Henry Clinton, in which
he clearly stated that His Majestys loyal Subjects are to receive compensation out of the produce of
Captured property, for such losses as they may have sustained by the incursions of the Army.

Your petitioners & Memorialists on the surrender of Charles Town to His Majestys Arms,
immediately gave the fullest proofs of their Allegiance, and for a uniform adherence thereto the
Legislature of Carolina have Attainted their persons & confiscated their Estates.

Your petitioners & Memorialists pray your Lordship to take the premises into consideration and
to grant such relief as in your Wisdom shall seem proper.

And your petitioners & Memorialists in gratitude will ever pray &ce. &ce. &ce.

London 25" June 1783 > TN
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To the Honorable The Commissioners appointed by Act of Parliament for enquiring into the Losses and
Services of the American Loyalists.

The Memorial of Robert William Powell & John Hopton, late of Charlestown So. Carolina,
Merchants.

Sheweth.

That your Memorialists are both Natives of America and for some years previous to the
commencement of the late War had been established in an extensive joint commerce at Charlestown
under the firm of Powell, Hopton & Company in which House Samuel Brailsford Esquire of
Southampton was one Third Concerned.

That your Memorialists inviolably attached to the British Government, encouraged by the
Resolutions & Acts of Parliament, called upon by His Majesty; His Commissioners and Generals, acting
in his Name and under the authority of Parliament, and firmly confiding on the Royal and National faith
repeatedly pledged for their protection did not hesitate respecting the part they were bound to take in the
War, and have given frequent proofs of their Allegiance: in consequence of which their Persons have
been Attainted and their Estates Confiscated by Acts of the Legislature of South Carolina.

That your Memorialists compelled by their Attainder to leave Carolina in the Evacuation of
Charles Town by His Majesty’s Troops, rely on the justice of this Government to make them a reasonable
Compensation for the heavy Losses they have sustained; a Schedule whereof is hereunto annexed and
exclusive of which, your Memorialists have suffered a Loss of upwards of Five thousand Pounds Sterling
pr Annum from their Profits in Trade, which they have been deprived of ever since the commencement of
the American War.

Your Memorialists therefor pray that their Case may be taken into Consideration that under your
Report, Your Memorialists may be enabled to receive such Compensation, aid or relief as their Losses,
services & sufferings may be found to deserve. And Your Memorlallsts in gratltude WI|| pray &c.
London 3™ March 1784

No. 18 Cecil Street
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Schedule of the Property of Powell Hopton & Co. referred to in the foregoing Memorial Vizt.

The Amount of Debt in So. Carolina & Georgia on Bonds & Notes for Negroes
Sold in the years 1772, 1773 & 1774 which was if the Treaty of Peace should be
satified and Complied with very considerable Losses must ensue thereon, as many
of their Debtors are absolutely ruined by the Ravages of War and it will be
impossible ever to recover from them, the principal of said Specialties being

£

To Interest thereon from their respective dates to 1% Jan’y 1784

£
Deduct the Amo’t. of a Bond lately received

£

During the Circulation of Congress Money from the time it began to depreciate in
value, until its Stagnation on the surrender of Charles town to His Majesty’s Arms;
The House of Powell, Hopton & Co. not daring to incur the Penalties for refusing
to receive paper Currency in Payment for their Debts in Specialties & contracted
in Sterling, had forced on them by their Debtors at its nominal Value the Sum of
£117970,0.1 Currency which Calculated from the various periods it was paid at by
a Table of depreciation, established under authority of the British Board of Police,
the Value is reduced to

£120180.13.

5
Whence arises a Loss of
8
To Interest thereon to the 1% Jan’y 1784
123446.12.10

Exchange into Sterling at 7 for 1
To Six Tracts of uncultivated Land in Georgia; containing Two thousand Eight
hundred & twenty five acres, Cost as will appear by the Title Deeds
In the year 1777 being urged by Creditors in England to discharge their Debts due
on this side the Water for that express purpose only Powell, Hopton & Co. were
tempted to Ship some Indico, which was taken at Sea by British Cruisers carried
into British Ports & Condemned in the Courts of Admiralty as lawful Prize, tho. at
the time absolutely and bona fide the property of British Subjects who had not
taken a part in the War. To Wit
Carried forward

£297789. 6.

44492
19169
63661

102
63,559

60176

574

124,310

11

13

10
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Amount brought forward
£
Twelve casks of Indico of the Ship Sarah, Thomas Tracey Master taken by the
Private Ship of War Sarah Golborn of Liverpool & sent in there 3836 Ib Nett at 3/
pr Ib.
Twenty nine Casks of Indico of the Brig’t. Live Oak Andrew North Master taken
by Admiral Montagues Squadron & carried into Newfoundland 14660 Ibs N’t.
valued at 3/ St’g pr Ib.
The House of Powell, Hopton & Co. is indebted in England by Settlements made
with their Creditor on which they charged Interest during the war and the same
continues at Interest

124,310

530

1749
126589

35250
91339

10

18




£

Two thirds of which said Balance the Property of Robert William Powell & John

Hopton £60893.5.9
[signed] R. Wm. Powell/ John

Hopton

NOTES:

John Hopton’s father, William Hopton, left a will dated 21 Dec 1785 and proved on 15 Sep 1786,
a typescript of which is available from the South Carolina Department of Archives and History at
https://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. The will named as heirs his wife Sarah and his children, Mary
Christianna Hopton, Sarah Hopton and John Hopton, and also his son-in-law, Robert William Powell. He
also gave “to my Friend Samuel Lagare, my Share in the Charleston Library Society, till my Grand Son
William Hopton Powell arrives at an Age to be admitted a Member.” Also named was grandchild Mary
Beautrix Powell.

Hopton’s claim for compensation for the indigo was denied because it was not “detained for the
Public Service.” The claim for compensation for the two slaves was denied because it was not included in
the original claim.



